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| Againſt a dangerous 
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Grand Polirique Informer. 
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Deſigns, and Machinations , which, under the - 


Pretence of Liberty, are now carried on for 
the ſubverſion of Religion , and diſturbatice 
of the,PEACE of this | 
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M 9 Son, fear thou the Lord, and the King , and meddle nit 
with them that are given to change: 


_ By a true Lover of his Countrey. 
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ty of , Tfind none greater, nor more dangerows [anal of 
idle and wanton liberty of the Preſs. Every ne,” who 
F can ſcarce cranl under the definition of a rational crea- 
| ture, will take upon hin to (ape Governments, to find 

fault with Governors, to corre abuſes,. and propoſe Amendments 


in State; \and is net ſatisfyed. thus to play the fool in private, but 


bath the impudence alſo to expoſe. his wild fancies , and ſhallow ap- 


prebenſcans t6 the publique'view of the world; Nay tha miſchief of all 


ir, That ſuch is the Pride of this conceited Generation of men, that 
(like thoſe poor diftemperedpeoplein Bedlam) if they once perceive 
that all are not mg to the (ame height m6 1/1 - they will ot _be 
perlma Z > þi top,: 4n4pre{ently begen-to fy o 

Bo YR OVIO0 br $n.—iyg onte counts ft gol UPYIE'S | 
Nation is fallen under this reproachful and diſgraceful proverb, In 


tis 08 ſafe for uy ſober ' man t0 open his mouth; fGion and 
ſeditien bawe:: obthined:; ſo greet a reputatib#., 'rhat yhoſoever is 
a friend to 4uthoxity, dgth rux an. apparent hazare of being chara@- 
erized for gi Hg enemy to the Publigue. Reader, Th conſide- 

©, ath logg ſince brought me to this ſecret reſolution , that 


% 


ſola Britannia Fxpedic inſanire, Madneſs is ſo mm in faſhion; 


e 

ration here | | 

my pen ſhould never be provoked to make work for the Preſs, or to 
i 


4 f its prips re. tk f af I tþ 
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S027 oe? I wo He ny or G/ 1 
T not accidentally ( ſome few daies ago) cait my eyes upon a Pamphlet., 
Entituled, The Grand Politick Informer. hat came into wy mint 
I know not , but (contraxyto my wonted cuſtonte” ) Iconld not forbear 
looking into it When 14d redd7t,T fbrind it ſo abſolute a piece of Teſy- 
itixal jubtilty, his I coul'd'uot » w 
at leait to ſet a op to the eaſily, deluded naultinuge, teif thanfolluming 
this or the like Ignistatuus , they ſhould unawares be lead by it into 
4 Precipice of deftraZion. For this cauſe Thave made ſont few Obſer « 
vations upon him, wherein my, main intent js to take V0 thoſe aſper- 
fons which he higsmaliciouſly caſAipon tht late proceediags of the Ar- 
my, and Parliament, and te diſpoſſeſs the Reader of thoſe groundleſs 
ſuſpitions which may perhaps be wrought in him by thoſe cunning inſ#- 
wations. What the ſeveral cenſures of men are, 1 do not mmch regard. 
To flatter .any one is not my te (@y1i to ſatith off is mot my expeCati- 


0n5if I may 
wary for ſp ſmeglhgn undertakings - 1 | 
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Fall the many evils which this untoward Age is guil- 
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think my ſelf em 400g 


undeceive ſome, tis as muchas I deſtre,and 4 ſufficient re- 
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4H E- Grand informer (or Dilgracer rathet ) before 
"he:comes to: inizket his Politique Anithd4yerſions 
the Proceedings of the preſent Authority , 
IC? - dothifirſt,by way-of IntroduAtion querie ſbinithing 
9899" -. concerning the: Diſfolution ot the Tate Parlia- 
ment', wherekri he doth - query, 1 By -What Powetit was 


dave}. 2. \Þy!/whatiPretentces: - 1: 'Ag cothe Power! 'itneeds Tv 
noſtrift inguirpehe ſates)te find out (He fa@fo) Whattit was, It 
being-manifeft co all.;: Phat 1t was NO! other than the Army; | 


Butthat whicl? ticks ſo mucdin his ſtomach is @uoFuie, -B 

whatiright the Army could diſſolvethe Partiament!/ What hat 

been.-alr dy alleged i. Juſtification hereof by other {which 
heſthles, tnſtnnating) pens, I know not, having never conſul « 
ted-amgeof ther3; bur truly methinks that ation (if coffidered 
wit hits Circumſtances) doth carry ſo much of reaſon within it 
felf;:that withiaut any Hattery atallit may be juſtiftea'by o- 
theriwdapans ,than-fwords and piſtolls; ' 1 ſhalf only pro- 
pransd theſe threaqueſtiday to our Lees; $19 , which 
pethaputnay aafwer hisquery: / 1. I wouldfatn know by what 
Anthority ;;' blpwhat Right, the Army could formerly invade 
the'Barliament ; 2wvelted:at that time with its full Majeſty, 


conliſtingeftheKmg, -HoufeofLords,. and the Commons, the - 


threeigreat:Effatey; of the Realm, according to the Antient 
Conftitation 65thokwws , whichfor many huridred; years had 


| been (continued, and was then remaining in 'full force and 


power:Þ Was itlawtul tor the Army to ſeize the perfon of the 
King 5::2nd to'bring him to Juſtice; to caſt off the Lords, and to 

y: them: any: ſhare 1n the: Government; to defalcate and 
cute:0ff; twa third part 


graneds, for the prevention ofthe ſame miſchiefs, andin or- 
den:to the-ſamegoodends of publique ſafety, and preſervati- 
oak Religion, to putan end to acorrupt juno of men, re- 


 taintngnothing as ro the generality of them) beſides thename 


and vicesof the preceding Parliament 2 Nay might they not 
delervdiy have been accounted as ſuch, who did look back after 
they had (et their hands to the Plough, if, when they had 
cropt.off ſome rotten branches, they ſhould then haveſet down, 
before they had: allo rooted up thatold, decayed, putrified 

OR A 2 | ſtump, 


s ofthe Houle of Commons alſo? 'And 
'Wad nt: not, 23 tawwfull forthe fame Army » Upon theſame juſt 
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ſhip, , which did only cumber the gfound, and had not for 

. along timebrought forth aiy ofthe pleaſant truits of Juſtice 

and righteouſneſs * What thoſe of the Royal party (who will 

_ denyall the premiſles) may anſwer to this, Ido not know, 

but certainly he that will confeſs (as our 1zforwer ſeenis to. do) 

that the Army might and ought to do'the firſt, he muſt alſo 

_ confeſs that they might and ought, in diſcharge of their duties, 

to dothe ſecond, or elſe I am ſure he will bedriven upon an jn- 
evitableabſurdity, and be forced to deny hisown {ep 

_, 2. But ſecondly, I would willingly be informed by whar 
right jit.was, That thoſe few ſurviving members ( whom the 
ignorant vulgar fort of people ( among(t thereſt our Politique 
Infarmex) fnck not to dignifie with the name of a Parliament ) 

I wh aur rp. lag informed,” Ifay, by what right or pre- 

Se Cooks In- tence Of right they could declarethemſel ves to be the Supreme 
Ntir-par.4-C, t. Authorl y, of this Nation. Was it by any known fundamental 
o _ 5 Lawof the Land? Surelythere is no man ſo void of underſtan. 
ji.ment, ig, as.to ailert it. What is moregenerally afſented unto by 
Reed the book al men 5. than this? That no Aſſembly of men could formerly 
R—_— 'D-.1D. Judgement of Law bedeemed a Parliament, and conſe« 
modo tenengj quently a Supreme Authority, unleſs it conſiſted ofthe King, 
Pacliament- theLords and Commons, which two latter wereto be ſumnio- 
"0 ned by Writs from the King. And asthey were convened by 
his Summons; ſothey were diſfolved a this pleaſure, and if 

he hapnedto dy during their Seffion, their Authority derived 
from him. did immediately die with him, and their power ex- 
pired with hjs breath; Theſe areſuch plain undeniabletruths, 
that it wereloſs of time to infiſt upon the proof of them, and no 
leſs than madneſs todeny them. And as they are altogether 
unable to juſtific this their pretendedright by the Lawes then 

* Inbeing, ſoalſoſhould they make their appeals from thence 
to the people, they would ftill be as far to ſeek for a good 
foundation whereupon they might ground and bottom this 
their Supremacy. It is not unknown tothemlſelyes, that, if 
(after the death of the late King )it had been put to the free 
vote and ſuffrage ofthe Communalty, whether or no they were 
willing that they ſhould ſtill rule over them , there would nor 
have een one of an hundred throughout the wholeNation,that 
would have yieldedrohavebeen governed by them; Neither 
did this general diſaffeCtion of the people proceed onely from 
that ranckor, and hatred, which wicked and malignant 
men did conceive againſt them upon a corrupt account, 1 
think it was ſufficiently manifeſtto all the world, by the daily 
Prayers, Complaints and Petitions of thoſe that were truly 
faithful from the beginning, had never been tainted with the 
leaſt inclinationsto that accurſed Family, and Intereſt of the 
late Tyrant, but wereandare ready atall ttmes, upon a] OC- 

; calions 


(5) 
caſions,with the utmoſt hazard of their eſtates and lives, to 1n- 
age againſt it, It was abundantly »anifefted,I ſay,by many pub. 
ſick demonſtrations of theirs, that they weregrown into ſuch a 
perfect deteſtation and abhorrency of them, for that abominable 
Covetouſneſle, Pride, Selt-ſeeking, and Ambition, that was a- 
mong{t them,that had not the Army been as a fence about them, 
it is generally believed, that the holy zeal of all, or moſt of the 
Godly in the chree Nations, would have been as a fire to haye 
; conſumed;and deſtroyed them Jong betore. 3 
|] By all which it doth, clearly appear , that whatſoever 'right 
| _ this 1dolized Parliament had to the Government of this Com- 
mon-wealth, was 'wholly derived from the Army, who being by 
the providence of God inveſted with the Supreme Power, 
thought fit to .commit the management of civill affairs unto 
them, in a hopeful expectation, that the work ofthe Lord & of 
this Generation, might have been carried on by them. Butas 
when by long experience the Army was convinc'd, that no fur- 
ther good was to be expected from'thoſe, whom they had thus 
intruſted- with the Authority , and that it was upon prudent 
grounds,rather to be fear'd,that the longer they were continue 
4n their Station,the more they would ſtil ſettle upon their Lees. 
and like ſtanding waters grow. every day more and moreun. 
clean and impure, they wereat laſt ( though with grezt reluc- 
tancy,and much regret of Spirit) conſtrained to thisreſolution, 
that they would no longer ttand by as helpleſs ſpeQators of their 
own and the Peoples ruta, but would rather puta ſpeedy period 
. tothat Tyrannical reign, than by longer time givefurther op- 
ortunity to thole ſubtle Machiavilians, to periee and bring to 
birth thoſe helliſh contrivances of' Tyranny and Petſecution 
which they had long before conceiv'd'in their thoughts , an 
wanted nothing but ſtrength robring forth. And now Iwonder 
with what facecan this poor pieceot Clay ſay toits Potter, why 
haſt thou dealtthus with me > why didſt thou marre me when 
I was upon the wheel of my defigns;' and wasalmoſt faſhioned 
into a compleat veſlel of Tyrannicall powers - What is this,but 
as if the rodſhould ſhake itſelf againft them thar lift it up? or, as 
if the ſtaff. ſhouldlifÞup it (elfas though it were not wood # 
Truly.I cannot tel what the Politick:Informer, ot ſoine others like 
himſelf. might ſee in thelate Parliament, which ſhould make it 
look like f.- great a bug-bear to them; for my part,l muſt confeſs l 
could never read any other inſcriptions of Majefty,and Authority 
upon it, but what was written by the hand ofthe General, which 
hand Ithink,(according to all rules ofreaſon without any in- 
Juſtice , might blot and deface the ſame, as ſoon asfor the good 
ofthe nation ſhould ſeem meet and convenient to him. And 
therefore Iprofeſs , that the firſt report of the difſolution of it, 
which to ſome was matter of great aſtoniſhment and amaze- 


B ment, 
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ment , . wrought not the leaſt kind of alteration either in my 
thoughts, or in my countenance; it being no ſtranger newsto 


me,than 1f I had heard of the disbanding ofa Troop, or the ca- 


ſhiering of an Officer, 


- 2» Butthirdly, A third queſtion which 1 ſhould deſireto put 


- toourPolitick Informer, Where the Supreme Authority can ſo 


properly , and ſonaturally reſt as inthe ſupreme and abſolute 
power, Indeedit cannot enter into my thoughts, howany one, 
or more , ſhould beable to govern a whole Nation by his or 


their commangs,unlefſe he or they have power alſo to enforce 


a ſubjetion, and ſubmiſſion to thoſe commands. :What pretty 
kind of Vropia fome men may frame in their own conceits, I 


cannot tell, but me thinks a man in authority. divelſted of all po- 
. wer, would be ſo ridiculous; & contemptible a ſight,that Tknow 
not what betterto liken him to,than a childe,or an ape rather on 


horſeback: 1t the people be never ſo little unruly,he will be ſure 
toget a fall, ten to one if he does not break his neck. Alas we find 
. (and I belieye our 1-fermer can ſlay much to it by his own expe- 
rience ) that there ts ſuch a natural deſire of ruling in all men, 
thatunlelle ſomeone does ſo far get the predominancy by the 
advantageof his power, asto beable to put a check to the aſpt= 
riogambition of thereſt, it would be madnefſe in him to expect, 
that they ſhould ever be contented to take Laws from him , or 
to yield obedience to him...  _ BS NES: 
' And therefore(in my Judgment) it isa very great miſtakeeo 
cry down anflinyeigh againſt the goverament of an Army: , as 
that(forſootb)which muſt cexdebe.denginork bromfeablolnte, 


-when as the truth j6,1f we do but rightly confiderit, there neither 


i$4..ROT ever Was, OO ——_ either in England, or in any 
Part of the world, but luch'as ha's from timeto time been main- 
tain'dby an aig ray wont other certain;Baſ#s,' and foun- 
datjon for authority to'fhand faſt upon; : but: only that of force 
and power. Ang although jt may ſometimes, nay(perhaps )doth 
oftentimes carry more of the reſemblance bf a'civil,than milita- 
ry power, yet 1t 1s but in outward ſhew and appeatariceonly 4 for 
no man l think; wil deny thatthe States bf Berice ardasablolute 
Loxdspyer their fbjefts-by the influence of their Arie, ubder 
the immediats:command of ſome one, whois their vaſlal,and at 
thejr devotion, .'as ever. Julins.Ceſar , iorany of the Emperors 
were, who did-continue the immediate command of the Army 
in their own-hands. Nay, I will appeal tatheverdi& of any rati- 
onal mangithat a-peopledonotas evidently incurthedangerof 
ſlavery by gutting.the whole power of the Militia into the 
kandsot theeiyAmutbority i as ifthey ſhould put all the civil 
Authority intethe hands ofthe Militia. Witneſſe the-yefterdays 
Experience of our own Nation; What would have becameof all 
our Liberty, our Army had been as meer paſſive inſtruments 
© in 
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in the hand of the late Parhament ,: to have been ated: which 
way they had pleaſed, for the execution and accompliſhment 
of their Tyrannical deſigns > Surely ere this time our own 
ſwords had been turned into our own bowels. But what an ill 
requital is this, after weare delivered, to queſtion our preſer- 
vers for delivering us ? What elſe is this, but as ifa man ſhould 
fall out with his friend for reſcuing him from the violence of 
thieves, and robbers? —_ 

But I hope the ingenuous Reader will have wit enough to dil. 
cover the drift >» and deſigns ofthis Libeller. He would fain 
perſwade us that none but himſelt has a true feeling ſenſe of his 
Countreys Liberty; that weare all aſleep in ſecurity, and none 
but he, and ſome others ofthe like ſpirit, keep a watchful 
ele over the Contrivers of our flavery; that we.are in great 
danger of ſpeedy ruin , andnone but m—_ ſome ſuch wiſe e- 
nough yet to diſcoyer it; that we are ready to be madea prey 
to theambition of ſome (i nubibys , he knows not who ) and 
none but he forſooth has courage, ' and reſolution enough to 
aſſert the natural rights, and privileges of the people. By fuck 
—_— as theſe he hopes.1n time to beget ſuch a groundleſs 
ſuſpicion in us: concerning our Governours , that we ſhall be 
fit to receive whatſoever impreſiton 'he ſhall. ſtamp upon. us: 
for he knows well enough, that when the hearts of men are 
once inflamed with jealous apprehenfions, they will then like 
rar be apt to take fireupon every ſeditious ſpark of his own 
\ But Gertainly none but fools will be:caught with golden 
baits , wiſe men-will not run after the ſhadow of ſpecious pre- 
tences, which (like the apples of $9dow) though they have 
fair, and beautiful outfides, yet within there is nothing bur 
duſt androttenneſs. Tis nonew thing to have a fawning 4b- 
ſolow ſtand in-the Gate, and' flatter the credulous Multitude 
out of their due obedience to a good David. Tis the high-way, 
the beaten path of Politicians, and aſpiring ſpirits, to encreale 
an opinion oof themſelves, by leflning the reputation of.others, 
and co make themſelves appear the more beautiful, by throw- 
ing dirt in thofefaces which are better than their own. The 
knavery of theſe ſubtlepraCtiſes is ſo: plain, and- perſptcuous 
to every- common capacity, that: they have' now -almoſt 
que loſt: their : wonted taculty of deceiving any, i: belides 

ch onely , who are:willing to be deceived. I ſhall thetefore 
not trouble my ſelf.co giveany farther anſwer to this 1. quzry, 
By what righttheArmy did take upon them to diſſolvethe Par- 
Lament: i Letus-now examine by what pretences it was done, 
which the Z»fbrmer tells us, were thele three. $i 
' 1. Theregukating of the Law- 2. The ſecuringof the Tn. 
tereſt of the people of God. 3, T hecarrying on of thework a- 
gainſt Antichriſt. B 2 __ Ohtl 
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Oh! how Ido feel my heart quickned, and revived within 
me by the bare mention of ſach things as theſe ? Was it (not 
long ince)the practice of our worſe than Zgyptian Task-Maſters 
to 1mpole heavy burdens upon us, and toeſtabliſh their Ty-. 


- rapny by a Law? And is jt now the deſire of our good 


Magiſtrates to break every grievous yoak , and to let the Op- 
prefled go fr:e? Was it not ({ not many years ago) the main 
deſign of wicked mento cat up the people of God, as bread, 
and to trample upon the necks of Saints? And has the Lord 
now raiſed up a Generation, who will ſecure the intereſt of his 
people, ſo thatthey may have cauſe to call their Officers, peace, 
and their ExaCtors, righteouſneſs? Was it heretofore the en- 
deayour of all the mighty Potentates of the Earrh to ſupport 
that man of finne, and to give their power unto the Beaſt # 
And is it now upon the hearts of our rulers to ere a Throne 
for Chriſt, and to carry on a glorious work agataſt Antichriſt? 
This, this ſurely is the day of theLord, let us be glad, and 
rejoice therein. Me thinks IT hear the voice of our Be- 
loved, ſaying unto his Spouſe, Riſe up my Love, my fair 
one , and come away, for lo, the Winter 1s paſt, the rain 
js over and gone, the flowers appear on the Earth, thetime of 


the ſinging of Birds is come, and the voice of the Turtle is 


heard 1n our Land, the Figtree puitteth forth her green F iggs, 
and the Vines with the tender Grapes give a good ſmell. A- 
riſe, my Love, my fair one, and come away. 

Pardon me, Reader, that I havethus digreſt, and given 


my ſelf the Liberty to let my ſoul run out a while in a holy 


extaly. Let us now returnto our' Informer and trace him 


alittle 1n his Helliſh Paraphraſe upon this glorious text. He 


has no ſobner recited the forementioned ends and grounds laid 
down by the Army .,.; for their diſſolution of the late Parlia- 


ment , but; as being enraged: thereat) he preſently begins 


to diſgorge his poiſonous breſt of as much yenome, as hell and 
malice could poſlibly ſpue forth. | 
1. The firſt thing that hedeſcants upon, is, That grand 
pretence(as he calls it )of reforming the Law, which he would 
needs haveus believe isnothing elſe bur a common trick-of 
policy,” alwales uſed by ſuch as attempt the Supreme Power, 
and now put in practiſe by the Army, to the intent, that 
(whileſtthe peopleare held in a vain expe@ation of ſome great 
good ) they in the mean time mjght have opportunity to 
eal ;away their liberties from thetn. - But ſee{ upon what 
ground this ſuggeſtion ſtands, . is there the leaſt appearance 
of truth in it? Was the reformation of the Law pretended 
onely , and was it not alſoreally intended? Was there nox 


all the care and prudent circumſpeCtion that could be, uſed for 
the calling ſuch to authority, who were known to be mea 
fearing the Lord, and hating covetouſneſs ,, men of undoub.. 


ted 


® = ue 


ted integrity , and fincerity, .men of approved honeſty; and 
fidelity, men of publique ſpirits, men of ſympathizing bow- 
ri their own, 


els, men deſigning more the common good , tha 
men as ſenfible of any grievance lying upon the people , 'as if it 
were upon themſelves? Were not theſe the only men who 
were madechoiſeof*Werethey not all one by one weighed as it 
were in a ballance, andifanyone was found but a grain too 
light , was henot laid afide? Now let envy it (elf ſpeak, why 
ſhould ſuch extraordinary care be taken to invite men ( thus 
qualified )to the Government, had it not been to this intent , 
That they might faithfully diſcharge the work of theirGenera-. 
tion, in freeing the poor peoplefrom every oppreſſion , and 
eſpecially from that which 1s the greateſt of them all, the abo- 
minable corruption oftheLaw > And if all this does not ſatis- 
fy, yetate we not toſeek for ſtronger and clearer demonſtra- 
tions. ' Haye we not already a good Earneſt and pledge of the 
reality of their intentions? Can we ſay that the Parliament - 
hasloſt muchtime? have they not made a large progreſsin the 
work ? Is there nota Committee appointed, and ſet apart for 
it ? Was not the Chancery, Upper Bench, Common Pleas , and all 
the rotten branches of thattree of Iniquity looſhed at the yery 
roots, by cone Vote? And 1s there not anew model of Law, 
plain, eafje, and obvious tothe meaneſt capacity, atthis time 
framing , and ouogg upon the wheels of prudent conſul- 
tation, and mature deliberation 2 certainly had not this age - 
furniſhed men with a more than ordinary impudence, ſo + 
alying, ſcandalous, malitious, ſeditious Pamphlet would ne- 
yer have daredto have ſhewn its face in publick ; I have ſcarce 
patience to read any further, the yery next words which I caſt 
my ar: ops , are ſofull of {ecret poiſon , that me thinks Fee 
the perfe&t image ofthat old Serpentthe Devil, drawn at his 
full length in every ſentence. ED -— 
Thelawof rv pon (he ſaies) bophermirly been the defence 
of the peoples right againſt the attempts of all Uſurpers, and U- 
ſurpations whatſoever, and withall as tothe intent is the moſt 
beneficial»; and beſt preſerving law in the whole world, the 
onely and beſt preſerving weapon that a people may contend 
with againſt the abſoluteneſs ofthetr Rulers, &c. and at laſt 
adds, That isto be feared rather, that we ſhall be ſtript of the 
benefit of this Law, than to beexpected we ſhall have the Law 
EEE. tor me tation hes co beter ad 
| Reader, letme intreat thee to keep a ſtrickt egeupon him, 
and thou wile ſoonſee, to what theſe ſly and cunning 1hfinUt= 
ationstend. He does confeſs in ſeveral parts ' of his Book 
that the law has many grievous Errours, and baſe Op- 
preſſing corruptions in 1t, as to theExecution of it; he fates 
alſo pag; 3. that there was little cauſe to hope for redreſs 
A C 


. 


from. - 


an ill. opin 


(10) 
from the Pariiament, by reaſon of the many Lawyers, and 
perſons intereſſed in the Law , that were amongſt them, and 
now., When one would expetthat he ſhould bleſs God, and 
applaud our preſent Governours for their a&iveneſſe, and 
vigorous endeavours to reform theſe abuſes, behold, inſtead 
thereof, he goes about to blaſt their ſincere aCtions by caſting 
in (Iknow not what) grounidleſs fears, that he might there- 
by work the jealous multitude to a belief, or at leaſt to a 
great ſuſpition, thatthe hidden deſign is, under a falſe and 
counterfeit pretence of reforming the laws , wholy to aboliſh 
and extinguiſh the lawes ;z a thing which the Lord knows 
never entred into their hearts. By ſuch wily deviſes and 
inventions as theſe, he ſtifles the infant-reputation of the 
Parliament , at its firſt birth , robs them of the honor which 
is juſtly due unto them, for the proſecution of a- work ſo 
acceptable both' unto God, and nian, and does'cauſlef]y a- 


 Jarum the people to ſtand upon their Guards in defence of 
_ thei? liberty ; which (if wanting the wonted ſhelter, not giar- 
' ded and protected of the lawes) will ſuddenly , a%he makes 


them believe, be expoſed naked, as a certain and eaſy prey 
tothe ambition of an Uſutper. And here I cannot but take 
vccalion to lament the ſad Condition of thoſe (whom the ig- 

norant: vulgar generally eſteem the moſt happy, I mean ſuch - 
asare) in authority. Certainly men in high places ate but 
the common Buts at which every envious hand diredts a poi- 
ſoned Arrow, | Whatſoever evil is committed by them(whe- 
ther out of wilfulneſs, or weakneſs only) ſhall be ſure to be 
loaden. with all the aggravating circumſtances, whileſt in 


' themean tim&their good ations are either paſt over unre- 
garded , -or ; 


malitious, fin 


teaſt ecclipſed of their full luſtre,; by ſome 
malitious , -linifter conſtructions put upon them, - But Ihope 
theReader will rather eaſe, and lighten , than encreaſe, and 
augment the burden of thoſe, who are contented to ly un- 


_ der the heavy. weight 'of it for the publique good. Indeed 


I cannot fee, any more reaſon why any*one ſhould entertain 
an ill. opinion of our, Goyernours , becauſe of ſuch maliti- 
-ous ſuggeſtions. as theſe,, than, that he ſhould believe that 


- allthings which he ſees are yellow; becauſe / petiaps) a man 
a 


ixck of the.Jawndirs, will be ready to perſwade him ſo. The 
beſt Concluſion that can be madefrom the traducing ſpeeches 
of theſe' wicked men, is, That ſurely there is the ſame cor. 
Tuption lurking in their hearts , which they caufleſsly charge 
upon others. , And indeed I ſhould judge that our politique 


Informer 1s very conſcious to himſelf, that under the moſt 


plauſible name of liberty, he does ſecretly mannage ſome 
ambitious deſign of his own, or elſe certainly he would not 
ſo confidently argue from the good which the Parliament and 


- "2008 


On) _— 
Army have done, ard are about to do; that they iatend ; 
and contrive -the ruin and gdeſtration of the -Common- 
wealth, by ſetting op2n a Gap.for'an Uſurper.. , 
This one thing more I would deſire the Reader to take no. 

tice of, Thatthat which this giddy-braind fellow accounts 
the great infringemene of our Liberty, and a fore-running 
Symptome of our enſuing ſlavery, is nothing elſe. but (this, 
Thar every ſach turbulent ſpirited perſon as bimſe)f, upon 
the refuſal of paying his proportion of « 20000, 1. per moneth, 
ſhoald not (he tears) have the benefit of diſputing bis cauſe, 
as 'Hambaden. and Chambers ſometimes had with the late King, 
about the unlawfulneſs of levying Subſidies ; or impoſing, 0- 
ther Taxes'not granted. by the Partiament, This does not 
onely diſcover what manaer of Liberty it is which he does 
contend for, but does alſo make it as cleer as the Sun to a- 
ny diſcerning Judgemet , that ( whatſotyer plauſible pre- 
tences he holds forth) he 1s no.other ., than eps Teſuibical 
Emiſſary of Rome, or -Crafty Agent of Charles Stuart, ſent 
out on purpoſe to delude the people, and to cauſe ther to 
withdraw their Contributions from the maintenance of the - 
Army, and Navy , by which penny-thrift we ſhould in a 
moment hazard the loſs of all that which we have (through 
the goodneſs of God ) in the travel of many years, gained 
by the expence of ſo much bloud , and treaſure, Well, Ne 
dwell no longer ;upon this, but paſs on to his Animadver-- 
ſions upon the next particular, which is, . - 

© 2. The ſecond ground ofthe diſſolving of the late Parlia- 
liament, vis. the preſerving, and ſecuring the intereſt of the 
people of God, © 


A great Prop (heſaies) to this pretence is, the ſeveral pro- 
miſes that the Saints ſhall rule the earth , which cannot be ex- 
pected for this many years, as he undertakes to make appear 
hereafter” . | is OR i GAR 
It is beyond my intention , ahd beſides my. purpoſe, to en- 
ter -into a diſpute at this time, either concerning theſe promi- 
ſes, or the appointed ſeaſon forthe fulfilling of them. What 
hopeand expectation is wrought in me,, I dare.not obtrude 


upon another, as a rule for him to walk'by ; but this 1 dare 


confidently aflert fora truth (in the. words of that renowned 
and thrice worthy Patriot of his Countrey ) that though we 
may be, and( without doubt) are much in the dark , whe- 


ther orno theſe be the dates , orthe dawning of thoſe dales, 


in which the Dominion, and greatnefs of the Kingdom under 


the whole heayen, ſhall be given to the people of the Saints 


of the Moſt High 3 yet this is moſt certain, that itis the duty, 
put into Authority ſuch, and ſuch chiefly, whom they may up*+ 
£18 C 2 On 


| (12 ) 
upon good grounds judge to be men that do truly fear the 
Lord. And though it cannot be denyed but that much hy- 
| pocrifie and baſeneſs may, and does oftentimes ly concealed 
underthe Cloak and coverture of a zealous profeſſion, yet it 
will be no direQ conſequence to conclude from thence, that all 
that profeſsgodlineſs are thetefore to befuſpeted. At the ſame 
rate, and by the ſane reaſon, becauſe there was a Jadgs 
found amongſt the twelye, weſhould think the worſeofthe 
other eleven. I would not be miſtaken, nor bave it thought 
to be my Judgement », That Saints as Saints without 
ſuitable qualifications are to be put into imployments , 
1 do proteſs I ſhould be very loath to liveina Nation, which 
is guided by ſuch a Maxim. I did never believethat State- 
affairs could be well mannaged by a good heart without the 
help of a good head ; but wherethey both meet in one man, 
Hunc ego ſpeFatu dignum arbitrerer. Neither do I altogether 
differ from qur Informer in this, That Saints intereſt may be 
reſerved without putting Governments into their hands;Tis 
Efficient for them, that they may be proteted by the Ma- 
iſtrates , and that they may lead under them a ſober, god- 
E and peaceable life. .I never thought a Saint happier for 
being in the Throne, but onely in this reſpe&t, that he 
might have the more opportunity to glorify God in his Ge- 
neration, Nay truly I'do fully cloſe with the izformer in 
that obſervation of his, That the honours and prefermeats of 
this world are ſnares to good Chriſtians, and do for the moſt 
part take them off from their purity im holy walkings, and 
waiting upon God; but yetT do not ſee how from ſuch pre- 
miles Sie concelioo ſhould Logically be made, That thoſe 
who ſeek and endeavour to promote the Saints; ſhould b 
accounted ſich who carry on a Jeſuitical defign, to enervate 
and debilitate the ſtrength and power of Godlineſs. I can- 
. Not believe therefore that ſuch a plor as this ſhould come 
from Rome; Certainly, if the great Monarchs of the world 
did find that -good ufage was the beſt way to deſtroy the 
people of God , as cruel Fyrants as they are they would 
"not fine them ,: impriſon them, baniſh them , murther them, 
ſtone them, perſecute them, hang them, burn them, and in- 
fit all manner of tortures upon them, as we ſee they do, and 
have done in all ages 
©""'But herel cannot but pauſea little,and admireto fee how ac- 
<cyrately that Prince of darknefſe can (if occaſion be ) in an jn- 
ftant transform himſelf into an Angel of light. Who would not 
Judge our t#former to be as fine, a dainty, mortified Saint, as one 
could wiſh? Heſeems to be as much atraid of thethings of this 
world, as of hi enemy that would deſtroy him; riches,and ho- 
nor,and powet;&c. they are to him (good man) as unwelcome 
as a cup of poyſon. -.. 0 * 


(3) 

But Reeader,though I would .notperſwaide thee to be uncha- 
ritable, yet I would:net adviſe theeto be:tgocredulouslatet ax- 
guis in herba;Belley it;hic is better Maſterafhis own:craft,than 
ro want a religious argument to deſtray religion; He tels the Ge 
ple-beartad :Chriſtanthat wordly-profits, ,and'advantages; are 


but the devisbaits,more likeby to:choak, than to-feed-him;and 


who wil not ſubſcribe.to:the truth of this? »Bnt:.by this tneanes 
he defignsto bring him down:tb thedubghi)andto lay-biin low 
as the duſt: He faycs'that Saints "as: Saints:.are [not fit for Go-, 
vernment; And.who can takethisiHatihis hands 2 But has ifecret 
aim hereinis;to-renderever honeſt man inpqwer,contewptible, 


& Uefpicable inthe ejes of wicked men:You beat himnotſpeak 


an ill word againſt any thing,but the hypocriſie, pride,cnvy,and 
ſelf-ſeeking of this Age 3 .arid who” can blame him f6r-this ? 


But affare-'thy ſelf:,--his plot 18: to... faſten: all rheſe-apon 


every Profeſſor im Exglazd,, totheend,. thathemighe bring a 


diſreputation upon all the faints,and incenſe the fqrwartdimulti- 
tude, and/prophane rabble agatatt them... 2, 
: Readergheſe things are fo plain;and om to eFeryi ing eye; 
that thouneedeſt fv other guide,than thy own'reaſon. 'Ift Bad 
bis ſpirit, L ſhould here(perh aps. blot ſone ſheers of pager with 
juſt tavectivesagainſt him. z bufT jather chooſeto anſwer him 
only in the meek language of the angel tothe; devill z TheLord 
rebuke hin : 0 REST ON R $22:P9;: G! To  WoER 

2. The next. particular that>he.continues.:hjs obſeryations 
npon,1s the third: rotlnd of the Atmies proceedings In uttin g 
a period to thelaſt Parliament,viz. The carying on of the work 


L 


2painſt Antichriſt. This ( he ſayes 7 he intends to ſearch more 
narroyly into, in the continuance of his diurnal ' Animadverſi- 
ons, and to.diſcoyer very much of Antichriſt amongſt the pre. 
tended oppoſers of it ; But1n the mean time-helets it not paſſe 
without this peeviſh glance, GER HY 
Thatſome affirm. , that Antichriſt is not ſtrictly to be taken, 
the man of fin, the Church of Roxze under the Papacy , bur-it is 
all Power, Governmeat,( it is to be feared, riches alſo)that is not 
in the hands of the pretended Saints. og © OO 
By this infinuation' , according co his wonted ſubtility ', he 
would poſſeſs the world with a perſuaſion,that all their Eſtates, 
Goods; Lands: Inheritances, and potletliong.h re liketq be ſwal-- 
low'd up by the Coyetouſneſle, Pride, and ambition of thoſe, 
who profefle themſelves enemies to ,and oppoſers of the King- 
dome and intereſt of Antichriſt; Here might I rake up a com 
plaint { like that of the Prophet, ) in the behalf of bk Excel- 
lency,and his Army,WhoſeOxen,or whoſe Aﬀes have they un- 
juſtly taken away? Whoſe bread have they taken by violence? 


whoſe houſes have they waſted? whoſe barns have they ſpoiled? 


whoſe treaſures have they m—_ 6 ? Wasever a warre waged 
with 


4 > WP 
with fo little fpoil and: rapine# :Was ever aCorqueſt managed 
with ſo puch ſobriety and moderation? Does not every one fit 
at pezo&under his owwavine, and under bis, own figtree;no man 
diſturbing bitp, noman makinghim afraid 2 And yet, lothe 
mouths. of wicked-., -angratefull men, are fall'd with curlings, 


lings, andallmanner of 1gnominious raylings,a- 

eainſtzthem), | Butthe Lords with them ,+asa mighty terrible 

otie, theref6retheir' perfecutors ſhall ſtumble,and thall not pre- 

vail,they ſhall be greatly aſham'd, for they ſhall not proſper,their 

evertaſtmgconfationſhall never: be forgotten, 8 _ 

Lertbis (ufficebyyay of Anſwer to his Introdudtion ,* we 
will tow trace htm, ju-his Diutnal Motions,.. which are-as fol- 


reproaukes, revill 


ow. 7 5 ; - } 218. 5290V5 26 ITS BL NED | | 
_ 14th Jaly 146539. Thoſe Gentlemen which were called 
to take. 


-upon themthe SupremeAuthority,met together ati# hitc= 
Halits the Room ally known 'by the name of the 


Councilt Chagiber; being thus aflembled ; his Encency,with 
many of his came amongſt them, and in a long ſpeech. declared un- 
to them. the of the late Parli + the reafons 
pf their; calling thirher., , tbe nature and difficulty of the work lyirig upon them, 
Tur do that for the 

of God, and the good of the nation, EEG not 

yo) ar laſt tontlyding with 4 ls 
Nat inthe fear oF che Locd they Weilld {et 


- Generation , and ſo acquirt themſelyes, that they might in ſotie meaſtre 
arſwerche oxpeftations.of God/, wndof his people; . This done, be delivered 
pave pe? eheis. Gotnmiſhon in; an Inſtrument of Parchment, and fo took his: 

LVe Or LNEIMs HRS ; B WOT 98, OTE Wh Fl 7 OTIRTY 
Some cavils the' [yſormer raiſes here againſt the manner of their calling / 
which he termsan yah d-of thing z but I ſhall pa 3 them. over ar preſent, 
cauſe they Will thore 4} - n- chemſelyes to conlideration by add by. - 

Twz(day the 5, of tnly , They mec at the Parliament Houſe , i 
choſe Mt.- Ro#ſe Speaket for bne moneth , and ordered that the General, Ma 
jor General Lambert, Major General Harriſon, Major General Desborow , 
and Colonel ' Tomlinſon, ſhould be admitted into the houſe , as Members. 
Hence the /»former- dpes infer, ; KEE 
', That cicherthey did this out of a kind of compulſion, becauſe they mult 
do no other, orelle if they did it freely , it muilt needs be chat- they did not 
deliberately conſider, how dangerous a thing it is fot a General have any 
ſhite of the Civil, miichlefs of the Supreme Power, | 

"Az ro the fitſt of chieſe', I think irtmay ſufficiefitly appear ex poZF fato, that. 
it Wis tether rheir own free Inclination y than the influence of che Geaeral up» | 
ori: thicnd,, which cavifed- them to invite him amongſt them z for had he been 
ambitious bf it, ſurely. he would haye accepted of it , which he has not yer 
dong: -. And intleed his Modeſty, as well ia this, as in other things of this 
nature 4 is very obſeryable, anddeſeryes its due commendation from all in- 
Frmoes men; it baging alwaies been his cuſtome to forbear comming to 
{uch places, and at ſach times, where, and when the authority of his preſence 


be- 
oY 


{ pelfibly (though contrary to his deſires) pur che leaſt kind of check unto , 
ve ſeem to o_oe feaſt conſtraint upon the free aQings of others. 
ond; Ido not nuich wonder , That our [»former ( who alfo . 


files 


-  -Adtothe 


by 


| himia this, and tis co be hoped, Thar it is not the leaſtthing which lies ar preſenc up- 


. of thouſands per anxxn formerly beſtowed upon them. 
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ſliles himſelf Politique ) ſhould cake; upon bim ta c4lb:ia queſtiva-chs prudenae of a 
Parliament, If he pleaſes 2, he (hall haye my conſent to be accounted - they preat 
Mathiavell of ous cimes, the undoubred Oranle ofthis age', its whole rules: all 
mea (all coaformchdir praRtice, ant fiom whoſe Mduth all: witn(Hall- receive a:fi -. 
nal deretminacion in riteers of the'vreareſt weighty anddifficulcy; Bur ( mightirnor 
be judged coo greavia preſumprioa-tb diſpuce any of his princi bY 1 ſhould take the: 
boldnets co ask hinys, by what Maxid awiſedrwcanchialk'ic to-deny bim, who 
has all che power , 'a litele ſhare (at eaſt) in che Yiprome aumchoticy, | 
Ic ſees ticange , -and a great peice of' raricy:(as (ates) wo him ghat be ſhould receive. 
Permiſſion from them, who receiye their Commiſſion from. him ; but in eargeſtitwould 


| ſeeairhath ſraogerto tle z-if cheyſhouki: refuſe'to pive Pyrmilſion ro. him , who. had 


oiyca Commiſſion to them, There is not thar man living , who has a more honorable: 
and reyecential eteem'df the Pacliaiheat , thaney felt , buc {Uo what I can)I can- 
nor dive chat old Axiom om ot my ltad, © Oxicquid Efficit tale, ideft mugis ta- 
le, Suchis my dulatls, .I confeſs, thatT do dot yet apprehend of what dangerbug 
cooſequeace it can be yif his Bxtellaity ſhould be: permitred-to: concern hinkldt in 
the manhagemient -6f Elyil affairs,” -It - mighr!rathey be: niade a quzry-,1 Bow be 
could 'be- judged to difgharge his duty either co God, - ot nian, if heſhould :now: de- 
ny 9 par his handgo chat work, which-proyidenee tals moſt peculiarly called ia unto, 
and his own Abilities neſt eminently fied hin fot = T* can very. readily, and; wil © - 
lingly ſubſcribe co the wiſdoine'and prudeace of the/onetian Sehare; I have alwaicg © Here the 
thought 1t (n ſo genete ) the belt conftitured Goyeriment in the world ; but I ſeeno NT? pev- 
teaſo7i why it ſhould'be Ioked upp! asſo exaRt ; ani adzquate arule of others, char 22 te Ve 
it muſt be deemed a Solceciim in State to differ from them. Oae and the ſame policy as an Exam- 
does no beter fir all'places 4; and all times , chan'the ſame coar all bodies. _ * Pleforus. 

Had we a Senate asthat of Yeyice): deriving ics pawer from itſelf , and by an un- Oy _— 
interrupted, otdetrly ſucceſſion, continuing this their/power for many hun of years, + pate Ge. 
wichour the competitionof any Cottival, it were Emaialy their wildome, to be ſo care- neral ſerving 
f:;! of their own inteteſt , as not to give any ſuch adyantages ro another, as might ( in the Gommon- 
>ottivilicy ) in length of rime,teader him able-to make himſelf their Maſter , who Wealth by we. 
ought to be their ſeryant; Sed comrariornm contraria eſdr atio.. | _ 

Prom chis day being the fifth- of Ty, unto the ſame day ſeyen-night , I find our 
Informer very much co ſeek foran occaſtonot tailing, and by that means is very bar 
ren of marter , and not worgh'an anſwering. From thence therefore I will take a 
leap, andeometo © © Ml 

Tueſday the 1 2. of Iuly, A Comnittee was appointed to conſider of the ſtate of 
the Treaſuries ; and how the ſame may be mannaged for the furure , with the leaft 
charge tothe Common-wealth, | hen 

This the [»former confeſſes to be a very necefary confiderarion z but is much diſ- 
contented, That the former Treaſurers are not yet called to an accompt , according 
to, tion, Indeed I do believe that the hearts of all honeſt men are one with 


on the thoughts , and cate, both of che General, and the Parliament; In che mean 
time I ſeeno reaſoa why he ſhould be fo ready to conclude, - p 


That the mouths of preceded Proſecutors (as he terms them) are ſtopt with large gifts 


When, as by bis own confeſſion, through the abominable negligence of the late Par= 
liament, the accompts are become'ſo intricate,and inyolyed in ſo many winding Iſean- 
ders of Knayery , that it is impoſſible (if we believe him) with the greaceft diligence to 
trace the foor-[teps of them , through ſuch unbeaten and unrroden paths, = 

The ſame day the Houle Ordered , That a Declaration ſhould forthwith be printed 
and publiſhed , upon the ſeveral particulars whereof the »ſormer makes his ſeveral 
Obſeryations, as followeth, 


D:z Te Partic, 


_ ment how. in being ( though not choſen by t 
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- 1. :Partic,” Thar they were'r&uired to take upon them the Supreme Autharity of che 


three Nations, . ...  :. | SE ar; org Bans fe nt Pied ZOE 
"Here, the  [uformer. falls upon them and cells:chem, in plajn Eogliſh, That they 
carinoc.be a lawtut Authority. ... Abd why 2 becauſe (fortooth) they were not choſen by 
the conſene of the people. 1.: And whac-people mult-theſe be ? All.thenation? No, _ by 
no means, he ſeems (Mough I think he does butgemporize to, diſlike that, as much 
as any thing Hertells,iis that one __ the people has made wat ypon: rhe others and 
chat now the conqueree-party muſtHeconteated to take their Lawes, and the executi- 
on of: their: Lawes from che V:Etorious 


Party , in the defence of whole liberties che war 


- 


was: mannaged.: 4: $48 | "has +. vets. or Ga: 0 "© a I : Rs 0, 08 Lp l 
| Iwould defire ao better Argument than his own, to confute him with; Take i; in 
this Syllogiſm.. . -:! | : Co 9 2 


f os £56 3 C04 bans IT [bald | 

That party which is YiRoriousqught.co give Jawes unto the rel, — 

Butthe Amy is at this time the oaly YiRorious party-in England, Ergoy orc, 
.: The Major , or the fiſt Propoſition needs no farther proof, .being framed our of his 
own Afertions. The Minor, can:no way be diſproved}, but by - beating che - Army , 
which.( I dare ſay ) -heand all his fagtious Crew will find the hardeſt {pe of Logick. 
_ thateverchey learn in their Lives,-.. The Pcemites therefore chus granted, the Conclufi- 
Gonault:(tand firm; wiz; Thatrbe Army, 2ad they.only, have a cight zo give Lawes , 
ot to confticuce ſuch : as ſhall (in their bebalfs) give lawes to che whole Nation, .From 


hence (without any mare ado ) will naturall fow-this conſequence , That the Parlia - 
| ople Js, by veſtue-of that power 2i= 
ull Supreme Aurhority of this Cominon= 


ven unto-them by: bis Excelleacy, . the Law 
wealch, AVID þ SR I RY ED 

* R:ader, Idoubt hot, but thou art ſenſible ,, that this deceiving Sophiſter is like to 
loſerhe day:, unle&he;bas a Reſerve ,of berter, Arguments. Bur. I cannot triumph in 


_- .- theſe poor Trophies. .of ViRtorie oyer him , yntil. I have alſo- ſo ſatisfied thee, thar 


. :- * there. thay not. remain. the leaſt regret upon thy Spirit, Liberty, and the natural juſt 
'* | Riohts'! and Privileges of the People, arc Jewels,. which (perhaps) thou highly yalueſt, 
and ruly-(when rightly'fared) I do, and cyer ſhall pur as bigh a price upon them, as 
thou doeſt, Ler him dy as a Felong, and a Traytor (lay I) who ſhall once arrempt to 
rob. and fpoil his'deapCountreymen of ſorich a Treaſure, Bur-this is the great faulc 
of the. Generality of men ,: who (for. want of chat thing » Which" we call good Judge- 
megt ) do needleſly contend abour nifles, and{(/xioz-like) bug, and embrace the ſha- 
dowes of this great Goddels Liberty, in a vaio, delufiye 6pinion, that they have the ſub- 
ftance,. I cannot apprchead , Thax the Libecties of the people confilt ſo much in eleQ- 
ingtheir Goyernours,, as in being well goyerned. True indeed , itwas great prudence 
in our Anceſtors to reſerve to themſelyes that power at a time when there was but one 
Common interefFia the whole Nation , viz. The ſecuring of their juſt rights and pri- 
vileges fromthe Invaſzon of an ambitious Tyrant , who watched all opportunities , and 
contrived all means to make himſelf an abſolute Maſter, of their Lives , and fortunes ; 
Bu the caſe is much altered now,, whea, by reaſon of the late differences, there are ſo 
many.ſeyeral iatereſts in dire & oppoſition one to the other , which do all at once ſtruggle 
for Pcimogenicure ; and tis,mpre than probable, that if popular ſuffrage ſhould be made 
the- Midwife, an bairy Eſa would ger the birth-right from a ſmooth Faces. 

Beſides ,. ſachs the ighorance of ſome , and the peryerſeneſs of others , ( yea of the 
oreateſt part of thoſe a 119.who cannot be brought under the comprehenſion of Delin- 


quency y ); Thar , might they be ſuffered , they would in one day pur themſelves and 
us, inthe yery ſame poſition of ſeryicude and (lavery, .ia which we, were a dozen years 
ago, And truly-I, cannot ke .whbat more ceaſon rhey have to complain of this cha- 
xiable reſtraint laid upon.them for cheirown good,which they underſtand nor,than a mad 
mag has.to blame his friends, who our of a tender care.of him, and love to him, bind him 
for a while\n chains, leftin the height of his raving firs , he ſhould offer violence up- 
0a hisown perſon, I am confident, that if eyes the (as ye: deluded) people be reſtored ro 


their 


-2 4 v. y 
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theirtight wits, they will thank thoſe that are now in Power , for this theis exceeding 


oreat regard of them in the time of cheir madnels, - nia na 

Bur, Readey, I do ſuppoſe thee to be one, who hadlt rather be ſer free by the friend- 
ly hand ofanother , thar, remaig*bound with cords of chine-own twilting, IF:than arr 
{uch an one, I need not trouble my ſelf much to uadeceive.thee, nor to break thbſe:cob= 
web S-ares , which this venomous creature has woyen our of.his owa poiſorious bow- 
es, in hops that ſome little flies may pats tharway, and be.caught by him. Thou knows . 


| eſtthe old ProverB5All is not-gold that glifters, a Bri/?olfone is. ſometimes pur off un- 


derthe name of a good Diamond,:- but he thar buyes'it at that rare will ſoon find himſelf 
a loſer, Indeed T have obſerved y That it has been the long praQtiſed policy z-nor. only 
ofrheſe , bur fotrner tines, that z> whoſoever he. be, char deſigns to "4 up an. Idol of 
his own , he will be ſure to gildit over with pretences of libeicy.; knowing then that 
che ignorant multitude will toon be brought ro fall down and worſhip it. If the; truth 
were known , andthedecrets of hearts dilcoyered ,. it would appar , thatthe Jrformer, 
and others, who do moſt cry out againſt the preſent Authority, have no other quatzel to. 
ic, : but chat they themletyes haye no ſhare in the Authority; a thing which (the Lord 
knows) they are no more fit for , than Phaeton was to fit in Pha bus Chariot, and guide 
the motions of the Celeſtial bodies. 1-92 4 We aL ies I ESE 

« [That fayitis sf N#0,- concerning his diſcontented Mother-in=Law Agrjppina 5.. may 
truly , and p:operly be applied*un:o thele men , 1deo ledi, quia nou negnanto They com-. 
plain of grievances, when as their only grievance is'; Thar they dofiot. govera ;. they pol. 
fels the people , -thar: they lie under great oppreſſhons , when the only oppreſſion is ,: that 
they are not ſuffered to-oppreſs, Surely were thefe men once in power, we ſhould ſoon. 


. fin d them guilty of fo many Illegal, Tyrannical , Exorbirant PraRtices, that their lit= 
tle fingers would be heavier upon us, than the-loins 'of our. preſeac. Goyerriours. I do 


not ſpeak this alcogether at randomeza ſufficient ground for this ſuſpicion , might be that 
infolent, inſulting , -opprefling, injurious carriage of ſome of the chief of them, who , 
(in whatſoever capacity they have been in, either as Land-Lords, or Officers of the Ar- 
my ) have alwaies diſcoyered ſo much of a baſe unworthy ſpirit, az cauſed. ſome - that 
knew ther to make-the ſame prelaging obſeryations upon them , as was ſometimes very 
truly made upon that Monſter of m:n , who, before he was Emperor, made it his Clo= 
ſet recreation, to exerciſe that barbaroys cruelty upon flies , which afterwards he turn - 
ed againſt all Mankind, Bur Ido not defire to uncover the nakedneſs of any , I pity, 
not glory in their infirnuties ; Onely this uſe I would make of it, That ſurely when ſuch 
Crocodiles as theſe weep, ic is not becauſe they are burr,buc to the intent rather , that by 
theſe their whining difſimulations , they might tempt the ignorant multitude in a feoliſh 


Compaſſion to flock unto them, and they might thereby have opportunity to deyour 


2, Partic, We dodeclare our Selves the Parliament ef England; 

If the people had choſen them ( ſaiestbe _— they had known them to be a 
Parliament without their Declaration. It is well they underſtood, that they were not the 
Repreſentative of the people, which indeed agreeth more with the conſtitution of a free 
Commonwealth, chan the word Parliament, &c. 

. Reader, it is not twy buſineſs to prove the preſent Parliament a repreſentative of the 
people , yet in ſome reſpeAs it is not very improper to ſtile theni ſo. 

For firſt, though they were not choſen by the people , yet they were ſummoned in the 
behalf of the people, and as toall intents, and purpoles, do perſonate the: intereſt of the 


Secondly , though they were not carried upon the ſhoulders of the multitude, yet moſt 

of them were !uch as were higheſtadyanced in the hearts of the beſt affeRed, .in the re- 

ſpeRive Counties. from which they came , and for which, moſt particularly they are 
to ſerve, | = Cent," © 2 : 

Thixdly , though their namcs were not © by the Sheriffs, yet there are but few 
; | = Who, 


— 
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who do now fit in the houſe, who either by Petition , or by word of Mouth, were- 
not preſented to his Excellency , as mea thac were fitteſt to ſerye their Countrey in- 
that capacity. L Ro | ; : 
Bur. 1 will:not inſiſt any longer .upon' an empty name, which is no better than a rat» 
tle ro pleaſe children, and decerve fools; . :That which in this place my eye is moſt upon, 
is that word , which the /»jormey. does often uſe, but I thick, does not well under« 
ſtand, viz» A Free Commonyealth, -: If. by this he means a people enjoying the Prev 
reRiori'of their perlons:,- theit lives, 'thair eftatts, inhefitances, -ant&poſſ;fhons , withows: 
anyinfcingement ef the due Rights and;Paivileges of 'a governed People , fuch a Free: 

Commonwealth is Eng/and at this days. '. Brit 1fhe txtends it farther, :(as [ think be th 
tecds) td apeople in whom refide the Sui Power. of -making and tepealing Laws, 
of 'eleing andrejeRting Magilirares,: of: ordering y anddifpotiug. of all the Aﬀairgi 
of the whole Nation ,. as to themſelves ſhall ſeem moſt expedieor, Such & free Common< 
wealth neither is, nor (unle's Hiſtories decezye us) eyer was Within zhe bounds and ha 
mits of this Ifland. . f SEAL. OS PRES DP s 1677 if Be Bts £-'& 

I ainnot 1gnorznt-y That ir generally paſſes for 4 long received, cradicional truth » 

( which Brown might well haye muſterechamorgſt his Vulgat Exrors) -That char thing y 
commonly called rhe Repreſentative of the people , 15+ gorivertithle with. a Demograt- 
cy, but - it we compare one-with the other, in theſe two .or thee particulars, we ſhall 
cnaly fee the contrary. YR ITIR TOWELS I ot wy W717 14 

'Forfnft,, Ina true Deinontacy every. inan whatſotyer (all degrees, diflinRions , agdl 
_ diferentes of perſons laid aſide) has a free yote and fulfrage in: the qbuſing of. thofe 
unto whom'is commirred the mannagerdent of Civil Aﬀairs4 but muth otherwiſe is.iq gs 
moagſt us ,, where none beſides Free-bolders ( in which nurtiber is not, included the hun= 
_ parc) is permitted to baye a yoice in the Election of a Burgeſs, or Knight: of” 
the \ | 1 Pl p Ek F<, | ' NE + no DS IEIEY: t Ne: 
Secondly, Ina true Drmorracy nothing mult be done without the Joint and mytutal 
conleat- of-all 5. but amoogtt us the. Majortty of voices is ſufficieat, to-authorize anyone 
to fic in-Parliarnent , whicb Parliament alſo, when aſſembled together, often impoſes, 
or at leaſt may impoſe that as a Law upon the whole Nation ,: which, perhaps: is-66rs 
ried onely by the advantage of one caſting yoice, pe OE Ta 

Thirdly , In a.true Democracy , as the Senate is chofen-by , and for the people ; {o 
they are alſoto be akered (cither as tothe whole , or as t6 pait only ) ac cording to- the 
will and pleaſure of the people ; bur our Repreſentatives Claim a Pretogative mych 
beyond this, for by our Lawes ic is not in the power. of. the People to pur a Period 
ro. them. Ds 2 LE, | | - 

. Reader , inſert this here , notthat I would derogate from the honour of our old 
Parliamentary Goyerament, bur rather that 1 might a little reftifie the wild notiens , 
and apprehenfions , which the generality of men coaceive of it. To magnifie , and .ex- 
ale any thipgaboveits due, is ro methe greateſt idolatry in the world, Whatſoever 
Authority is ſet up, I relre& ir , I honour it, 1 obeyit, When that is gone, like a 
young Widow , I can preſeatly eſpouſe my ſelf to another, andloye it as heartily , as 
Idid the former, Nothing puts me ſo much out of temper, as to hear ſome , ( who tile 
chemſclyes men, and by that name ſeemi co be entituled co reaſoba.) quanellog at. all 
Governments beſides Parliaments, as beiog eſtabliſhed. upon powers Reader, it thou 
beet ſo uabappy at any time as to be. troubled with ſuch: Womaniſh Complaints as 
theſe , ask them, How: chey will proye 4 that a nation governed by hich, Repreſentacives 
as ours , does not Jy under ſome conſtraint of the Sword? How comes it to paſs that 
one man has liberty vf Ble&ion , and another bas it got? ;bas not the Sword ( think you) 
ſome ſecret influence , which has made a diftingRion, which Nature neyer made > Wha 
reaſon isrhere ; thar- nnety-nineſhould be forced to rake Lawes fram. an hundred ?_ 1s 
itnot from this preſumption , thatan hundred is like to beatninety nine? Surely if ever 
this giddy age tutns ſobet again y they Will not be able w think over their old hes 
without bluſhing, | FM uts 


—...- 

Bur, Reader , there is onething, which I muſt needs caurion thee of, Thovgh in riiy | 
Parall=} berween Democracy , and our tnanner of Repreſentatives, I ſeem to give the 
Przcedency to Democracy , yerI weula hot adyiſe rhee to ſet thy heart upon ir,as that 
which can byall che art,and1nduſtry inthe world ever be miade apphcable'to this Nations 
Thou mayelt, if chou pleaſeft » dlighc thyſelf now and then , by framing ſuch an T4 
copia in ray head , bur belitye me, ic is asirmpolſible ro fir a Democracy tothis, or any 
other gxcar people , as co para Dwarfs Shoe upon a Giants foot, True indeed, we find 
that A:b:»5 , after it ceaſed to be ruled any longer by the Archoxres, did for ſome con- 
fiderable rime, and Sparta fora much longer time (for ſeyth hundred years) continue 
and flowiſh in great proſperity urjder chis Government. Nay trisconfeſt, that there ace 
many fice Cities, ,and Cantons art this day , which do till conferye their Liberty by a 
Democracy. Butwhat proportion does Athens, Sparra, and theſe Cities bear to fo 
oreat and populoiis a place as England ? How canit be imagined, that upon every 
occaſion, all the” Xoplc diſperſt into lo many corners of the Nation , ſhould be convend 
together ? Ocit. ty could be convened , Whether a wag | come > 'What ÞP lace is 
blo toreceiye fo.many Millions of men 2 And if a place could be found capaciouis e- 
nough to hold them \, which is hotto be imagined , yer tow is it poſſible , thar ſuch a 
confuſed mulzitude , ſhould eyer be digeſted into ſuch order, as chat the tnindredch part 

ſhould be made ts underftand whar is propoftdts thern , ot thac any one ſhould be able 
ſo ſaithtully ro colle&the ſenſe (or non-ſenſe rarher) of chem all , as ro know for certain 
The reſult of their debates? Theſe; arid a chouſand more, and greater itnpoſſibilicies do 
relehe rhemaſelyes ſo faſt at the fixt view , "that, merhinks , any taiohal mah muſt needs 

fighced out of the vain apprehenſion of a'thing alrogerher fo infelible, 
'* | Lex this. ſuffice £0. be ſpoken at preſent. concerning the /zf-rmers Eiee Common « 
wealth, which I have been the more large in, becauſe I ftad tt makes nuich uſe of it 
( though a merg Ch:mers, not lizving exitency any where but in a deluded fancy) to a- 
muſe, and deceiye the Vulgar. A ave Mg A & © | 
* 3+ Partic. Weſhall be astender of che Lives, Eftates, Liberties, and Rights of 
all echers, as we are of our ſelves, and poſterities, whom WweexpeRt till to! be governed 
by ſucceſfive Parliaments, . © 2040 ERS 

_ * Thefirt part of this Clauſe, declaring their tedderneſs to preſerve out Efates, Lives , 
Liberties, cc. the Isformer {lubbers over, act taking any raore notice of it , but only 
thacit is a fair promiſe, Thar which he moſtſticks upon , is the Tatrer pait,, bintingat 
our being governed by Succeſſive Parliaments, 'Bur , Reader, Let you and I be of a» 
nother mind; Let us haye our lives, Eſtates, &c. ſecured , which:we have no cawſe 
to doubt. As for Parliameats, let our Goyernours pleaſe themſclves, and they ſhall 

leate us. + 2 Bs .; 

, Some other ſhort Obſervations he makes upon other particulars in the Declaration , 
but they are bur triyiall, andthetefore I paſs chem over, This one thing only I would 
add, Thar if ic were ſafe to gueſs at a man by the Complexion of his language , I ſhould 
judge the Informer to be one of as Kpaviſh, an Arheiltical Conſtitution ( no diſpatage- 
meat to Mr, Jobs Lilbarn) as ever I metwith in all my life, Joſe drool 
Wedneſday the 13. of Iuly, This day ſeveral Petitions from London, and the Coun- 
ty of Hereford, were preſented” to the Houſe, on, and ih the behalf 'of Miſter Johx 
Lilburn ; Likewiſe many Women waited with a Petition iti his behalf, but were 
_—_CSD, neat, | = LS 

Here the /»forwey is yery angry , and threatens to prove hereafter (if he be not han- 
ged before , as he deferyes) that. 15 the duty of a Parliament to receive all Petitions, of 
what nature 4 and from what hands ſoever. Bur , Reader, ifthey thouldtakehis coun- 
ſel , they would be able to give bur an ill Account at the years end, of tat they have 
done forthe good of the Common-wealch, Heels ug of an old Woman, Who' being an- 
ſwered by Philip , That be was not at leaſuie to hearkea to her requeſt, replyed , Then 
leaye thou to be King,This reply was = to come out of the Mouth of a Siappifh oldWo- 

2 many 
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man , but a wiſe man would rather inyext icy and lay, That he who will be at leaſute 


$4 2 


| 
wager, that Fre it be lopg.we Ghall lee ap, 


to feel 1t) on both ears, . dt as tr EE | 

T burſday the 14. of /uly,they proceeded in the Nomination of the Council of State 
co this be ſaies nothing, 20 ng es Ae a as : 

Fryday the.15. Saturday the 16. Coney the x8,, They had debate of the Tyths, 
The time was, when thoſe of his party (generally known dy. the Hofiourable name” of 
Levellers) were as forward as the forwardelt to decry Tyths, as a gceat grievance,” and 
an horcible burthen to the people: Bur now it ſeems they. haye thoughc better of it, 'and 
find thar the Faxmer can get nerhing by taking them away , and therefore they are con- 
tented they ſhould be nilf continued, But (by the /»formeys good rcave)chere arefqme 
who ſay , That the difficulty of the queſtion , if rightly Rated , lies avr.ſo much. in, the 
profir , or diſprofir of the Farmer, as in the honor or diſhotor of God, Bur this is no fit'6p- 
portunity to purſue this diſcourſe,” <1 NS OD Wt fad 
As for the Impropriators (which the Fiformer is ſo mich afraid of) Ido norfethow 
their Intereſts, and. che Parſons, mg ( beſo inſeparable , that they muſt needs” boch 
fall together, Theright of one ſtands ppon the account of Putchaſe, which muſt be 
allowed in any Court of Law, or Equity but thoſe, that haye ltudyed the point, 
tell me , That the pretended right of the other can hardly be proved in any Court ,* bur - 
where the Pope is judge, Sed bec ſub Indice lis eft, © | 

The Occurrences of the 7 following daies 1 find bately mentioned, with few or no ob- 

ſery=rions at all upon them. YO Re _: 

Thurſday the 2. of Iuly , the Houſe made an Order, that no Petition ſhould 
be preſented, bur it ſhould be ſigned by one of the members of the -houle , beſides the 


Perttioners, | 


Here I cannot but obſerye with a great deal of acliche, how like one of the ſcoulding | 


Oyſter-Wives of Billingſgate , our 1»former (in a great paſſion) rails our half a fide of 


by the above-mentioned Order. 


Paper , before he has patience enough to paule a little , and tell us what it is he is ſo an- 
gry at, With much ado I have found it out at laſt, that this his oreat fury is occaſioned 


If Petitions figned by the Petitioners be not ſufficient (faies he) God deliver us poor 


Engliſhmen. 


.The nameof os Engin will become. a teproachful proverb all oyer the world, if 


S- 


ny waics hurtful to ſuch and ſuch aa interclt, may nor paſs the Scyye, or be reported. 


v 


ſuch Capritious fellowes as be goes on thus to quarrel with the Supreme Power , and 
.make the People patronize his folly | 


| I wiſh he would learn more manners, than entitle a whole Nation to his madneſs. 


- * 


nize] under the name of Conimon Intereft: 
{covered the policy of this Order, which is, that ſuch Petitions as are a- 


But be has c 


And 
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Ard truly Reader I think there is apparent need cough of a Scyye, Is it ficting 
that a company of idle, audacious Apprentice- boys ſhould come in a faQious, ſeditious 
manner, With a bold , impudent face confronting the Majeſty of a Parliament , and 
conjuring them to give a ſpeedy anſwer to their wild requeſts, and with menacing lan= 
omoe declaring , that chey mult expect to keep their ſeats no longer , than while(t they 
did Juſtice y of which Juſtice alſo (they ) the Scum of a frothy multitude muſt be the 
udges?ro what an height of rudenels, and barbaroufneſs is this poor Nation(which was 
ſomcimes a pattgrnof Civility)now come? I profeſs I think it were a mercy to us, if God 
ſhould give us up into the hands of ſome Tyraat, who mightlaſh us with: the ſmarting 
Scorpions of Injuſtice, and « 
too much indulgence of their 
briecy and obedience, | 
From this day I meet with nothing obſeryable, until 


yernors) were reduced to their antienc principles of {0- 


Wedneſday the 3, of AnguFft, This day carne an accoutt from General- Monch 


eſſion , untill che people (grown wanton with the late - 


of che Sea-fight, relating the particulars thereof , andobſerying therein the ooodneſs 


of God, in giving us, his Seryancs , a ViRtory againſt his Enemies, | 

Upon theſe words, and other Expreſſions in the Letter, the »for mer takes occaſion to 
play the Adyocate for our Dutch Enemies, He confeſſes indeed that they may ly un« 

ra Scourge for their ,Amboyna crueltie, butill they are his people; we the Rods 
made uſe of in the hand of God to corre them, and when (the work is'done, we "oak 
expe& to be thrown into the fire. Nay , he faies, they haye not that hypocrifie among{ 
them , asto Carty on their defignes under the pretence of Religion, as we do, but chey 
make their pretence to be common good , which will bear them out in theent, Truly, 
Chriſtian Reader , chough I cannor bur diſcern that chis reproach flowes much from * 
ranckor and bitterneſs of an evil ſpirit, yet I cannot bur alſo ſee the Lord holding forth 
this reproof to all the Saints in' Expand, thoſe eſpecially in wages: + to the end, 
that they might be brought to enter into the ſtriker ſcrutiny of their own hearts. I can« 
tiot bur call ro mind the ſweet frame of Spirit that a in David, when Siimes 
followed him , reviling, and cufing him in ſuch like upbraiding language as this, 
Though his fawaing, Caring Courtiers that were about him', could haye found iq 
their hearts to bave cur off the head of that dead Dog ( as they tearmed him ) yer good 
David (who in nothing morethan in this, was a man after owrheart) would not 
hearken to any ſuch adyice, bnt, looking beyond the baſeneſs, and wickedneſs of the in« 
ftrument, received what he ſaid , as a Meſſage fent by God unts him, concluding , 
that it was God bid Shimei curſe David, The Lord give the like Spirit to our David, 
(for to him , I believe is this curſing particulatl directed in the intention of the Au- 
thor) The Lord I fay give him, and all che faithful ones in the three Nations, ſuch a Spi- 
rit of holy jealoufie , that upon every ſuch hint as this, they may make inquiries into 


themſelves, and find out, if ic be poſſible, whatſoever ſecret corruptions luck within 


them. Indeed if this were the worſt that the [former bad ſaid, for wy own part I could 
love him with all my ſoul, aay ſhould judge alſo that he were a better friend co the 
people of God, than the reſt of his writings ſpeak him to be. The cruth is, had I 
reaſon to judoe others by my ſelf , and to take the qyaoe's of their corruptions by that 
hypocrifie, ſelf-ſecking, andall manner of baſeneſs, which by ſad Experience I find 
ledoed in my own rotten heart, I ſhould here ſubſcribe toall, and ten times more, than 
he has ſpoken concerning them, . Bur ſurely the Lord has a remnant amongſt vs, ſurely 
there is a holy ſeed , ſurely there are ſome, who in the ſimplicity of their ſpirits aim at che 
ry of God , and would be contented to ſubmit all their intereſt co the intereſt of 
nſt Jeſus , and lay downall their Crowns at bis feet. Theri God knoweth 
it, and he will maketheir righteouſaeF to ſhine forth as the noon day, Nevertheleſs, 
let us take the /»formers Counſel, let us not ſay that we are more holy chan they ; but 
ker us lay , By the grace of God onely , we are what we ate. | 

Thurſday the 4-of Auguſt, A rm was preſented by many of the County of 


Kents 


2 Sam, 16: 
IV, 


/ 
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Kent, forthe taking away of Tyths.. Thisthe [former keeps a great deal of flir a« 
bour , making ſeyeral peeviſh cavils, and ſpiteful ObjeQions againſt the P:camble 
of the Petition , gnd repeating ſome Arguments againſt the matter of ic ; But I will not 
be provoked to return any other anſwer co him, than what I briefly made beforeypag. 20. 
One word onely to his Obſeryation upon the anſwer of the Houle returned to the Periti- 
oners, Which was this, | = | 
That they did take notice of their g50d affection to them , and that the buſineſs was 
ugder Conſideration,aand that the Houle will do therein what che Lord ſhall dirc& them. 
' Taſtead of thjs.gracious and Chriftian Anſwer, he thinks it.bad been Bexrer it they trad 
tald-them, Thathey could not but diſcern ſomgthing of ſe}F in their defires, Bur tru- 
ly unleſs the Parliament had ſeen with his diſcerning eyes, I know no reaſon why they 
ſhould rebuke them wich his reproachful words, , Ic is ſtrange to me what ſelfiſh delign 
ſhould ſhew it (elf, in their defiting that , which ( if granted) by bis own acknow- 
ledgement, page 1D. would.ws no adyantage to the. Pericioners. .Bur it is a curſe 
thar. accompanies all contradiQting {pirics , that ſometimes (unadviſedly) they contta- 
at themſelves, 7% W3 LE | | | 
Bur of all that has dropr from bim , there is nothing methinks that looks {o like his 
own , as that one expreſſion of his, That | Ss | 
Inſtead of telling them they ſhould do. as the Lord direed them, they had better have. 
told chem, that they 


21d th hey would do according tro Equity and Juſtice, ; | 
- What greater blaſphemy did eyer come ourof any mouth (bur his) than to rob God 


of pne of his mot glorious Actributes , by putring Juſtice agd Equiry in diftipRtion from 
him who is Jultice and Equity it ſelf, 1f my pen were not quite tired alxeady, ic would 
moye almoſt alone (withour the dire&ion of my hand) in this quarrel. Bur, I fear, L 
(hall e xceed my intended brevity , and therefore muſt haſten, = | 
-Fryday the fifth of Auguſt, The Houle took into debate the-bufigels of the Court 
of Chancery y and reſolved , Thar it ſhould be forthwith taken away , and appointed 
the Commaizaee of the Law to prepare a Bill for that payers » and conſider how the caſes 
©. noydepending in Chancery, may be determined ,and likewiſe a proviſion for decermining 
of fucuce matrers of Equity,  - TY PE | - 
. One would thipk , that the /nformen integded to turn a_grave Statel-man at laſt. . 
Hicherto he bas plied the mad man, or maglgog rather, without any caule at all, biting 
and ſnapping ax every 9ne. who came in tus-yaay; bere be begins to pur on a ſober counte» = 
nance, and yrry prudently to diſcowle the danger of doing things of great conceramenc. 
without great deliberation. _ . 
\Butincarneſt, Reader, I have found him ſuch a Knaye in all his poſtures, that I can« 
not. count it want of charity to haye a jealouſie of whatſoeyerhe ſaith. I am aptto. 
think , that as, byctaking upon him the Mode of a Chriſtian , he did. cunningly endea«, 
vour to draw a prejudice upon all the eminent profeſſors in Erg/and before ; fo by put« 
ting 0q phe grave garb of prudence , he does defiga to bring into ſuſpition che wiſdome of 
the ] CE nOW. 


Hetells Us, That it would have Appeared more deliberate N if proviſpen had been 


be a good Phyſi- 
a 
the. body; Pucon the gther te, I thiok be is as þ 


TT 
rented :o part with 2 corrupted Mem ber for the preſeryationx of hif whole Body; 
Cunta prins tetanda, ſed 1 vmedicabile Veins 
Enſe recidendum et y ne pars ſinter traharar. ' 

Ic is a meer fallacie which heendeavours 6 obrrude upon us,when he would perſwade 
us, That he corrupted body of che Chantery ſhould rather haye been purged from its a- 
buſes , than deſtroyed, There wasno ſuch grear necefliy of continuing it, not' danger 
ic removing it, and therefore here netded not wy luch great care to pteſerye it, For 
though the Chancery , and the other Courts (if conſidered x wc by themes) may eve- 


ry one be termed an Artificialt body ; yet asthiey (and in relation 'to that grand Political 


bercer than the meer excreſcencies of Tyranny and Kaavery, and of no mote uſe than a 
fix h finger, | | ; 


And whileft I chus ſpeak, I would nothaye it chought, that 1am unmitndful of that 


good, and fate Maxim, Abmſu non tollat ſum , or that other, Ab abuſu 4d nox u« 
ſum non valet Argumentum. For my part I'do nor think that they ſpell Reformation 
right, who are teady to deſtroy evety thing , 'in which are to be found ſome abuſes, 
This were to be of our gy 01% Judgement , who (by his good will I chink ) would 
calt off all Goyernmeac, becauſe of ſome Ecrours, Mittakes, Corruptions, and defeas 
thatateinir, Buryer, Reader, thou mult remember, that che abovementioned Max - 
ims are to be applyed unto things in themſelves good , and neceſſary ; If chey be abſo= 
lutely &vil, they are not to be continued at all; If chey be indiffereargthey are to be conti= 
nued 6nely ſo long, whileſt the apparent good of thera does counteryail the Inconyeni« 
ences that are in them, When their Abules once mul:1ply to ſuch an height, thas they 
may more properly be counted corruptions , than corrupted things, then we are immedi. 
an to be as weary of them as of a diſeaſe, and to parc with them as willingly , as with 
pl 


e SOAars, : 
adec this head, tis thought, the Law-Courts of Exgland, may very fitly be placed; 
howſoeyer I can think no other, after ic has been ſo determined by Authority. 

This may ſeem a ſtrange piece of implicit faith , bur I learnt it of a Phyſician , who 
giving order to haye his Patients leg cur off, and being askc the reaſon why , gave, no 
other anſwer butthis, Credendun oft nnicuique in ſud Arte, Indeed to me it feems 
the greateſt incongruity in the world , for ſuch Emperick-Statel-men as the Informer, to 
take upoa them to play the Criticks upon the determination of a Senate, as if it were 
| __ ar a rude and ignorant eye ſhould find out a fault which che Artiſt himſelf could 
not diſcover, 


Of all Philoſophers, Imoſt lovethe Scepticks , and of all Chriſtians (with Paw!) 


Imoſt applaud the Noble Bereans,, but of all Common-wealthſ-men , give me the 
man , who makes his Governors his undoubted Oracles, and centers bis thoughts upon 


theit reſolucions., f/ | 

I cannot chuſe but laugh to ſee the Iuformer profels himſelf fo great an enemy to 
Changes, 

It p n0t ſafe , he ſaies, to accaſtome a people to Changes, for it s5 the occaſion often= 
times of cruel War : in al Changes ſome are diſobliged, ſo that to morrow after the 
Change , if any offer to attempt new Changes, and pretend more to Juſtice , they will 
immediately draw all to rheiy party, that were former Og LS | 

| Reader, Imuſtneeds ſubſcribe to the truch of whar he faies in this place, though 1 
think it would haye come much better out of any mouth , than his own. 
| Longexperience hath confirmed it for an undoubted Maxim , That change of Cli- 
mats doch not work more alteration in Natural bodies, than Change of Governments is 
Politick Bodies ; and as in the former, ſo alſo inthe latter, though the Change in it ſelf 
may be farthe berter, yet (not ſo well > the preſent conſtitution of the people » 


wood 


Confticution of the Nation , they are (at belt) bur Incegral parts thereof, and ſubſeryi- ,* 
ent thereunto, asthe hand or foot to the whole, , Nay ic mighr bear a queſtion , whe= * 
ther, or no, they do deſerve ſo good a name, it being afferted by fome, ttiat they are no — 


(24) 


and weeting with the appoſiciqn of different Intereſts , which ( like contrary qualities ) 
lirive and contend to preſerve and defend themſelves , it to comes to paſs, that, for the 
moſt parc it endangers a Commotion, and works ſo great diſtempers in the State , 
| that ſeldoms or neyer. it can be reſtored to itsright tempratme , before the 
firength exther of, the one , or che orbex moſt predominant humors, bath ſpent it ſelf ia 
the ſharp ſickneſs of a tedious Warre, For this cauſe,.. wiſe men , that do moſt terderly 
conſult the good of their Country, haye alwajes thought it their higheſt point of prudence, 
to bear rathex with-many Inconyeniences of the preſent , than ro incur the hazard of 
EceXing a new frame of Goyernment, But if the miſerable neceſlity'oftames be ſuch ( xs 
lately ic was with us 5 that che Authority in being hath attracted unto it ſo much Cor» 
ruption, that (like an V1cer in the fleſh ) it doth not onely ' pain and tormene the body , 
but is likely alſo ( if not prevented ) co invade the Vicals » and to draw a ſpeedy and 
ineyitableruine upon a Natioz ; in fuch a caſe as this, there is no other courſeto be taken, 
but to make an /xciſi9» with the Sword , and byan Arm of violence to rend, and tear 
away the cauſe of .the impendiog danger,  Neiiheris it to be moe » that a perfe& 
Cure is wrought as ſoon asthis is done, the greateſt and moſt difficultpart is yet remain 
ing to doe: Ir cannot be imagined bur,thar a Common-wealth ( after ſuch a violenc 
change) like a green Wound, will be ready to feſter , 1f not diligently lookt after ; and 
therefore the n2xc Care muſt be to bind ic up fpecdily, left che wind of Fattion , and Se- 
dition getting ivy the Cxre proves of more dangerous conſequence than the Diſeaſe, 
For it 1s molt certain ( as the former laies ) that .every diſobliged perſon ( vpon a 
counterfeit precence of Juſtice ) working upon the diſcontents of tome, ard the unſer- 
ledneſs of others, will eafily be able ro make himſelf maſter of . a party ; and by char 
means there will neyer want new matter of Changes, fo long as there are new defignes of 
Ambition to be promoted, For the prevention therefore of this ſo, great a miſchief , 
wiſe mea are of opinion, that the Crown is no ſooner to be removed from one head , bur 
immediatly,jt ſhouid be pliced upon another : forif Prerogative be once proſtituted $9 
the licentious liberty of the giddy Maltitude , it will be an hard mattec to reſtore Aucho= 
ricy to its due Majeſty, and to recall the People to their wonred Obedience, and ſobriety. 

But I know not how my pen hath flipt into this digreffion unawares, My intention 
was.ratber toſhew the Reader how inconyenient the /»formers praQtices areto his own 
principles ; for if we look but upon the very next words following, we ſhall find , that, 
as dangerous as ( by his own confeſlion ) changes are, yer ( by his good will ) he 
would fain have one change More. ITT oy” 

- It hath alwaies beenthe unhappineſs of this Nation ( be ſaies) to be ever ſich of 
one [ntereF} or other ; formerly it was ſick of the Intereft of a King, Lords, Biſhops , 
(court of Wards, a Corrupted Parliament, Conrt of Chancery, &c. and now all theſe 
ere ſpued ont,. the Nation fill remains as ſick as ever, for want of the pure Air of its 
undeniable Rights to breath 1m, But, Reader, thou muſ} know, that it is not ſo much 
the Nation, as himſelf, that is ſo fick for want of 47r enough for his ambitious , turbu- 
lent ſpicit to breath in, Though King be gon, and Houſe of Lords gon, Biſhops, High- 
Commiſſion-Court, Cousr of Wards, Court of Chancery, and a corrupt Parliament 
oon', yet fill the poor Informer is fick, heart-fick , Choe Rill lies at his Romach 
which be.cannot digeft, And what is that think you? Aa heavy thing, a grieyous 
heavy thing called Azthority, Oh Ar Charicable Governouts, as you tender the lite 
of a good Commonwealth's man, help, help quickly our poor, dying, languifhing 1- 
former, leave your Seats, ſurrender your Power , give up your Arms, proclaim him Su- 
preme Governor of the three Nations , then (and not till then ) will he be an happy 
man, and conſequently we a very happy people, 

Saturday che 6*. of Auguſt. Th day the Houſe took notice of the great abuſe done, 
as well to themſelves as to the Peoples by many Pamphlets, wherein ; wy proceedings 
are falſly repor ted, and repreſented ; therefor e they did refer the ſame to a Committee, 
as alſo the printing of ſcurrilous Ballads, Pamphlets, and other ſeditions Books, and to 


3 


examine the Writers, Printers, and Publiſhers thereof. 


CAE 
S:ill more and more grievances, (till more and heayter yokes, (ill more [ pretended 
Toffic gements of our Liberties. bs it not enough that" rhe Informer, and fuch honeſt . 

blick ſpiriced mea as himſelf, ſhould ly under the inſupportable burrhen of being 20= 
verned? Should be robbed of cheic natural rights of Ruling ? Should be deprived of their 
jult privileges of living aboye the miſera ble conſtraint of that Tyrannical thing called the 
Law ? Mult they alto have their mouthes ftopt ? ſhall they not have freedome to revile , 
' Teproach, ſcandalize, rail, caſt all manner of ignomigy upon Magiſttates ? ſhall they 
not be permitted to diſcharge their conſciences in (ticring up the people to mutiny, faRi» 
on, ſedirion , xebellion ? It chey deviliſhly , & maliciouſly print, write, or publiſh any 
ching againſt Authority , which is a notorious ly , muſt cheir Books therefore preſently 
be counted ſeditious , and ſuppre(t ? Reader , I leave thee to judge, whether any but 
a mad man would not be aſhamed to offer ſuch things as theſe to the view of the world; 
Yet in eff-& ſuch is the ſubſtance of what the [former here faies , ſuch and ſuch onely 
are the cppreſſions which he here complains of, Here were matteregough to make ſport 
for the dulle(t pen, bur belieye m2, Reader, itrather makes me ſad, than metry; I could 
rather weep for him , than laughat him, Certainly , unleſs this nation be curted to per- 
petual madneſs, it will be hard co perlwade Poltericy, that ever Exgl:ſh-men were fo 
mad. What hiſtory caa parallel ſuch [ANgUASE as this? 

The legalleſÞ Parliament that ever was choſen, cannot be Judges of publique good 
without the people, It is not ſafe for the Parliament to deny any thing which the people 
ſay che; will haves &c, 

Are thele Expreſſions befitting thoſe whom God has ſubjeed to the Authority of 
fuch , uader whoſe Goyernmeac , and by whoſe care we enjoy proteQion of our Liyes , 
or eftares , our jult liberties , and (what is more than all) our religion ? 

O ſcelus! 6 weterum proltes veſana Gigantum! 
Tamne juvat bellare Dits ? jam turbine diro? 
Jam revocare Chaos > — —— 

Surely (ade, Straw, and Tyler, are either revived , or elſe their ugly , diſorderly 
ſouls are by an unhappy CMetempſychoſes, andtranſmigration, entered into this Age, 
But I am loath to calargeimy felf here, for fear I ſhould coo long keep the eyes of the 
Reader'upon that , which (our of a tender loye to my Cbuntrey) I wiſh had neyer been 
ſaid, aha rai it is ſaid, I wiſh it might be forgot. 

Sabbath day the 7, of Anuguft, There was a paper read inthe Churches of Zo»don 
from the Commiſſioners appointed to enquire into the true ſtate of all Dowationus, Thar 
it might be employed according to the intents of the Doxors, 

Here the mad /»former takes occaſion to accule them of Treaſon, for cauſing thoſe 
things to be read in the Churches, which, according to the good cuſtomes of England, 
onght (he faies) to have been read, or proclaimed upon the Market dais of the ſeyeral Ci- 
ties, Towns, and Borroughs of this Nation, at the aſſemblies of the people in full Markets, 

Bur ſuch fooliſh cayils as theſe are rather ro be laughr ar, than anſwered, I wiſh 
the former was guilty of no greater Treaſon than this is, It has formerly been the 
ood cuſtome, not of *£-glaxd onely, bur of all civilized places in the world, to bear 
ſuch reſpe& and reverence to Authoriry,, as not to confront them with ſuch ſawcy ſcur- 
rilous language; and how well this cuſtome is obſerved by tum , and the reſt of his faRti= 
on, Ilcaveall men to judge, 
| Neither is it of much more moment , which afterwards he urges againſt 'the Order of 
the Houſe upon Fedneſdey the 3. of Anguſt, in purſuit of a former Vote 
of the late Parliament, which was, that one Moity of all Hoſpitals'in England Jimployed 
for the cure of fick ard poor people , be, during this war at Sea,, referved for the woun» 
ded in the ſervice of the Nayy. This he cries out againſt as an high piece of injuſtice, and 
endeayours to prove it ſo from that Statute , 2—— Hen, 5. cap. 1. Which is a much 
ſtronger Argument aeainſt him, than for him, For amongſt the ſeyeral ceaſons recited 
in that Statute, why Hoſpitals were On » thisis one, That impoteat men mighe 

G be 
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be maintained, Now I wofider who can more propetly be called impotent men , than 
thoſe who haye lott their limbs? and of all impoteat men, who can claim a greater 
right to the benefir of ſuch charitable Donationsghan thoſe who are maimd and diſabled 
in the ſeryice ofthe Common-wealth, for the defence and preſeryation of their Cour- 
try? Cercainly there is no rational man, but will conclude, thar ( per formam Doni ) 
ſuch mien as theſe were moſt parcicularly intended by the Doors. . by 

Buc, Reader , I ſuppoſe by this time thou art ſo well killed in the temper of this 
Arch Kanaye, that I need not tell thee , that in this, and all other his keignea pretences 
to Juſtice, his ſecret defign 1s to exaſperare the ſpirits of men againſt their Goyernours,, 
and to furniſh rhem with fallacious , deceitful Arguments, againſt all proceedings | 
whatſoeyer , that are tending tothe adyancement of the Publique Good of this Na« 
tion, 

The remaining part of this Pamphler is ſpent in Obſeryations upon the Occurrences of 
Thurſday Augnuit 11, and Fryday Auguſt 12, The ſum of them may be reduced to 
theſe two heads, Fir concerning the 7ryall of Lieutenant Colonel John Lilburn, Se- 
condly, —_ a Vote of the Honſe for the Ereftion of an High Conrt of Juſt ice. 

-Firſt as to the firſt, the /xformer tels us only, that he was brovgkt to the tons-houle, 
where inſiſting upon Oyer, he made his Objections agairſt the AR for his Baniſhmenc. 
I will not repeat them, becauſe they are not unkaownrto any, One word onely to the 
perſon ofthe man , the great Idoll of this Giddy Generation, Some men who knew 
him in the times of the late Perſecution, are induced to entertain charitable thoughts 
of him , nay flick not ſometimes to ranck him amongſt the Godly, That he was e- 
minent ia his ſufferings for his zeal againſt Innoyations 1a the worſhip of God , his 
conſtant aſſerting of the Liberties of the people , his reloluce "ppolyyg all Tyrannicall, 
and Arbicrary Proceedings, is not forgotten by any one, nor would it thus long have been 
without: its due reward , had not his carriage "Ao ſullyed the gloty of all his aQons, 
and made it roo manifeſt , that in all he did, he was bur a Jeb driving furiouſ- 
ly for the accompliſhment of his own baſe ſelf.lecking defigas. This ſpirit of pride , 
though, like a ſecret feayour , it Jay ſometime concealed ,' yet was id. not long before 
it diſcovered ic {elf to ſome , who finding his pulſe beat fo firong , and a kind of 
HeRick diſtempered heat accompanying him in all his words, and aRions; began to 
conclude , That ſurely his heart mult needs be enflamed with  twere than orc inary 
aſpiring ambition, beyond that which the higheſt valuation of his merics did in a- 
ny meaſure entitle him to. This was no ſooner diſcerned, but {traightways his reputa= 
tion begantoleſſea, and the former opinion of hishoneſty was in a ſhort time chan 
oed into a ſuſpition of his Knavety. Neither was it long, before his behaviour 
cleerer, and larger confirmarion to theſe conjeRures, and adminiſted new fuel co thoſe 
ſparks of Jealouſie which were already kindled in the thoughts.of many: His words 
preſently grew beyond meaſure extravagant , and inſolent , all his ſpeeches openly fa« 
ons ſedirious , and leſt he ſhould not be able todo miſchief enough with his cla« 
morous tongue, he betakes himſelf ro the Preſs, as an Engine fic to convey his poiſo- 
nous principles throughout the whole nation, Authority is the. mark he principall 
ſhoots at, loading he Parliament ( as yet innocent ) with all manner of falſe and 
| feandalous aſpafions, and not forgetting to dire&t his worſt, and ſharpeſt Arrowes 
againſt his Excellency , who guarded with a breſt-plate of untainred fincerity , could 
not ſo much feel the ſmart of all his inyeQives, as to be provoked thereby to entertain 
the leaſt defire of revenge againſt him, Ar laſt his paſſion, aRing him beyond the 
rules -of duety, -andobedience, he falls under the comprehenſion of high Treaſon, 
and is arraienedas a Traytor at Gmild-Hall, but quitted by the uaconſcionable verdi& 
z partial Jury, | 

rigs, S ſooner delivered from this danger, but being now-more than eyer exal- 
ted in his own thoughts, and filled with hatred againſt the people of God , he purs 
in praiſe that damnable deſion of Riniogup the Army to Mutiny, and by his _ 
| aries | 
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faries and Agents abroad , had fo wrought upon the ignoratice of ſom? , and the am. 
bicion of others, thac had not the yerrue and prudeace of the (now) General, through 
the goodneſs. of God, from time to time 'preventedir , and cruſht that Cocatrice in ics 
ſhell, I almoſtcremble to think , what would haye been che miſerable and wofull 
effeQs thereof. In this manner he continued his wicked praQtices, and ſecretly manag 
ed his ambirious defigns, to the great endangering the peace and ſafely of this Nation, 
until the righteous God , not ableto endure him any longer, ſpued him forth , So or« 
deringit , by the wiſe diſpenſations of his proyidence, That he was once more brought 
under the laſh of Juſtice, and by AQ of Parliament baniſhed for eyer out of the Domi- 
nions of this Commonwealth, | 
' Hirherto he had diſguiſed his Hzlliſh Intentions under the fair and plaufible ( but 
; moſt deceirfull ) pretcaces of the peoples _ » Publique Good, andthe like, bur 
henceforwatd he begins to appear 1n his own ugly ſhape, and more and more to con- 
firm the juſt ſuſpitiong of thole , who (being too wile to be deceived wich outward ap. 
pearances) alwaies concluded him to be a man watching any opporrunities, and ſeeke 
1ng all adyantages, to rear up Fabricks of his own greatneſs, though the foundation of it 
were laid in tke cerrain ruin and defimuRion of his own Countrey« In purſuit hereof , 
he enters into a wicked compliance with the Malignant party in Holland, offering his 
ſeryice for the afhiftance of Charles Stuart , promiſing to murther the General, andene 
* gaving himſelf ( if ae were bur furniſht-with ſome ſmall ſupplies of money) by the in- 
fluence which he had upon the long-deceived Multicude, in a ſhort time to raiſe ſuch 
an Army of woollen, and Leathern Aprons , as ſhould eafily be able to pur that Brat 
of Tyranny into a full poſſeſſion of his (late) Fathers Territories. Hear, O Hzavcns, 
and tremble, O Earth, at the relation hereof! My ink is not black enough to painc 
the deep dy of ſo unheard-of a villany , and my pen feems even toftart from the Paper, 
abhorring the Rs of fo foul a fat, Bur Iwill rather offer violence ro my own 
inclinations , than by my filence render my ſelf unfaichfull co my deareſt Countreymen, 
That he migtit now thie better infinuate himſelf into the affeCtions of his new Friends, | 
and beget in them a ſtronger opinion of his fidelity to them , he makes diſcovery of 
ſome who were employed by otr States to refide in Hollazd for the Service of this 
Common-wealth , and not fatisfyed with-that , joins himſelf ina bloody confederacy | 
with deſperate villains , and (as if ſcorning any thoughts below Murther) fecretly con- 
trives with them to have them butchered, There now remained no more for him :o do, 
but ſpeedil 7 co put in praQtice his intended defignes , which he could not fo well accome 
pliſh at a diſtance, and therefore ( Serpent-like) he endeayours to. wind himſelf again 
Into our boſomes, that he might haye che berrer opportunity to deſtroy us, In order to 
this , he makes his Addreſſes to the General ; and his Councill of Officers, complain« 
- Ing ofthe great injuſtice of the (late) Parliament, (which was now diflolved) in impo= 
fing fo heavy a puniſhment upon him , promiſing, thar for the time to come he would 
live more quietly , and peaceably, than before, and imploring them to take off his re. 
legation, and to reſtore him again to the Liberty ofhis Country, To this, Anſwer was 
recurned,, chat they were unwilling by their own Authority to invalidate and make 
yoid former As, andtherefore Anſel him to be patient for the preſent, and to expe& 
relief from the ſucceeding Parliament , which would ſhortly be conven'd, and. would 
'be forward to receive all juſt Petitions, and to remove all unjuſt Grievances. But theſe 
| delaies wereto him as bad as flatdenialsz for he knew well enough , that the oppore 
eunity of chat inſtant time was the life of all bis hopes , it being obſerved from long ex. 
lence » That new defignes can never come upen ſo goed an advantage, as when 
the mindes of the people are generally unettled , and difcompoſed by the change of 
Governments. Without any more ado therefore he fixes upon this deſperate reſolution , 
That into Exg/ard he would come, though with the eminent hazardof his own life ; 


eſtceming it ( it ſeems ) asgrievous a thing to him, Not to deſtroy others, as to be de- 


froyed himſelf. 
| G 2 Reader, 
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Reader, I haye here preſented thee with a bare relation of the naked truth, not clo. 
thed wich the leaft amplifications of Rhetorick, nor circumſtantiaced with any ma- 
licious Aggravations of my own. Had I a mindto blunt my pea with all chat could be 
{aid acainlt bim , Thave ill ſufficient matter to f11l many ſheets of paper, I could tell 
thee trom the experience of many wt.o are no ffrargers to him, that he has alwaies been 
obſerved to be a man of a converſation Rained with all manner of perſonal vices, as drun= 
kenneſs , {weating, lying, diflembling, gaming, and what not ? Bur why ſhould I 
add ſpots to the Leopard, or calt ink upon a Black- Moores skin? for my own part, I 
profels , I have no: the leaſt private prejudice to him, nor am 1 otherwiſe an eremie to 
him , than as lam a friend to the Common-wealth, By what has been ſaid of him, I 
leave thee to make thy Judgement concerning him, Let me entreat thee only to look a 
little narrowly into his Attions, to take a general ſurvey of his whole life, to com 
pare his ſeeming principles, and his yifible praCtices together , and when thou haſt thus 
done , read Hiſtories , ſearch Records, conſult Antiquities, call co thy mind the expe- 
riences of paſt ard preſenttim?s, and afterall tell me, if eyerchou heardſt of ſo much 
Atheiſm lodged under the ſpecious form of Religion , of ſo much Hypocrifie lying hid 
under the Cloak of a Counterfeit Sincerity, ot ſo much Impiety concealed under the 
falſe diſguie of Sandity , of ſo much Pride lurking under the ſhew of Humility , of ſo 
much Self-ſeeking under the rr name of Seif.denyal , of io 1:uch deſigned Tyran- 
ny under the pretences of the Peoples Liberty, of ſo much Malice under che d:ffimulation 
cf Friendſhip, of ſo- much Helliſh Subtilty unde: the feigned profeſſion of an Innocent 
Simplicity, and of ſo much Deyil uader the Glirtering Appearances of Saint-ſhip, as is ro 
be fourd 1n this one man, IR I 

Bur, Reader, I will not hold thee any longer in a diſcourſe of him, whoſe very name 
js become a Proverb throughout all Exrope, and ( by the common aCceptation of all 
men ) is madea wordto expreſs ( in ſhort) all char vileneſs, baſeneſs, perfidiouſteſs , 
and unworthinels, which nothing but a Joh» Lilbarn can be guilty of, 

In the nex: and laft place, conceraing an High ( owurt of Juſtice, briefly this one word; 
I find the [»formey grounds his cavils againlt the legality of ir upon «Magna Charts 
chap, 29. which runs thus, Nullus homo Liber capiatur, wel [mpriſonitur ec. nec 

ſuper eum ibimus, nec ſuper eum mittemus niſs per legal: jndiczum parium ſworun, 
wel per legem terre, From hence obſerye theſe two things, + . 

T1. That this Law of Magna Charts ( as indeed all other laws whatſpeyer ) was 
make onely as a Grate and Iron-barto confine rae Lion , and to ſecure us from the de- 
youring clawes of his Tyranny ; but was never iatended to lay any conftraint upon a Pax. 
liamenr, The King was onely a limited power ( iz intextione legis ) and therefore 
ought to guide his a&iots according tothe rule of Law; but che Parliament has ever been 
held a fupreme Power, and to give laws to that ,. were a contradiQion in adjefFo, ' And 
therefore it is not a little conſiderable, that che AR doth not fay- , He ſhall not be paſt 
pony or he ſhall not be dealt with, as the Informer falſly recites, but the true words are 
Neon ſuper eum ibimus , xec ſmper enm mittemus, 1.e, We ( ſpokenin the perſon of 
the King ) will nor go upon him, nor deal with bim, So that by this ic may Cleatly ap» 
pear, that the force and binding power thereof extended onely to the King , who was not 
to try or condemn any man, unleſs by the lawfull judgement.of his Peers , and by the 
Law ofthe Land, And indeed nothiog is more 2k than that this whole Statute, cal- 
led Magna Charta, was onely the King's conceſſions to ſuch things, which the Parlia. 
ment (-then ) thought neceſſary to be granted by him , for the preſeryation of the Sub 
3eR; as is manifeſt by the words in the Preface, Henricus Dei Gratia Rexs &c, One 
nibu Ballivis © & fidelibus ſuis Salutem, Sciatis, quod nos ad Emendationens 
regni moſtri, Spontanea y & bona volnntate noſtra , Dedimus , & conceſſimus Omn« 


wb liberis in regzo Noftro, Has Libertates ſubſcriptas. 


Now, though the Parliament bound him up to this form, as the beſt wa 7 to prevent 
arbitrary proceedings, and to preferve the people in the ſecure poſſeſſion of their Etates, 
; | od FI ond 
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and lives, yet it is not to be argued from thence , that.  lefc themlelyes under the 
ſame reſtraint , or that they haye not power to proceed otherwaies , .as often 'as it ſhall 
ſcern more expedient to them'for the better adminiſtration of Fuſtices .. The Experience 'of 
cheſe times afford us two emiticat Exatnples, the Earl of. Str afford , 5 and: Arch-Bi 
of Canterbury , both condemned in arvextrajudicial way , without the Tryal of their 
Peers, And although at chef ſame time it was yoted, that this their practice ould nor 
be a Preſident for che future ,- - yet that doesnot hinder, 3- bur tha the ſame Atithocity 
might hereafter do the ſame thi og » if conſtrained thereumo by _ ſame. peceſfity, And 
cerrainly there was nevet more neceſſity than now, when rx =; qu of the Generalicy 
of the people are ſuch, | that they counc none fo fitto live'y L2)ax who moſt deſerve to 
dy. Nay ſuch is the unbeard-of impudence of Juries in theſe dajes , char they arenor fa- 
risfyed to be Judges of fat, but will takrupon chem alſo to:determiine of the lawfulneſs, 
or ualawfulnels of an A&;- A' thing. which pat Generations, and former (modeſt) ages 


would haye ſtarted ar, 


2, Burbeſides this , It is yery Obſervable , That in this Chaprer, of Magna Chartaz 
(ſo much inſiſted upon by the Informer) it is noc ſaid , Thar the King (hall paſs upon no 
Freeman [| Nift per legale jndscium parium ſuorun] bur there-is added this Clauſe. _ 
[vel per l:grm'terre]) ſothat the ſenſe of the Law is cleerl ' That he ſhall ty n 
man leſs ic be by the Lawful Judg:ment of his Peers, or by the Law of the Land, Here 
the Readerſhould take notice , Thac that dis junRive Conj 7 Rion [-r] does much differ 
from the [formers Copulative 4nd.] Foc did itruns Thatno man ſhould betried bur 
by his Peers, and the Law of the Land, asthe 7»former falſly tranſlates it, rhenin< 
deed it might give him ſorne ound: (though niot ſufficient) to infor from thence, That no 
man, how guilty. ſoeyer of tt react of any PE the Laws of the Land , can' be lawfully 
ceded upon but by his. Peers. Bur eing thatthe e xpreſs words are ,. That the King 
all paſs vpon no man unleſs by the Judgernent of his Pom, or by the Law of the Land 
ir is very cleer to me, that the Ke ods _— the Parliament Fee more) had power 
by the equitable confiruction of ceed upon and condemn a Murtberer 
for Murther, without the formality of a = nd therefore we find that it was | 
ſly enafted, 17 LE 77G, Thx as well Juſtices of the Aſſize, as Juſtices of the Peace, 
Gnicbour any finding , or preſentment by the Verdi@t of 22, inc) upon a bare Informatiz 
on for the King e them made, ſhould have full power and authority , by their dif. 
cretions , to Jn and determine all offences done þy any petſon, or perſons, againſt chic 


. form, Ocdinance, and effe& of apy Statute made , and not repealed. This At wasthen 


judged to be Declaratory, and explanatory only of thatLaw in Magna Charts, cap.29, 
alchough it was (2 H.8 Caps.) becaule of man ſnl Ys and for- 
ok infotmarions , * which had been: ed by yertue thereof; prejudice of 
Subje& ; yet it does not follow from thence, char a gy ma om As that las 


titude , withour the danget of the like inconveniences : Foriit isnot to ſuppoſed, that 


a Parliament will do injuſtice; it being their Intereſt (as members of the Commonwealth, 
and ſubjeRro the fune Lawes, as well-as others to do:that which may be forthe gene- 
ral good of all, and not tend -to the wrongful oppreſſion of any; Neither can I ſee, 
why an High Cougt of Juſtice, orany other Extrajudicial Court, 7 onſlitined by Supreme 
Authority , ſhould be poke lo yr a prieyance , fo long asthey are limitted by Ine 
fru&ions, and cannot proceed wh ' man ualeſs for the Trad/grelig of ſdrye 
Statute , or known Laws of the 7 LY my Judgement it is much bexcer , more 
for the ſafety of a Nation, that a Traytor, or. Manberes ſhould be hs Db ( accor< 
dingto Law) withour the yerditt of 12. mea 3" chan (contrary to Law ) ee] the ou 
of Juſtice, through the ignorance, peryerſeneſs, or right down Knavery Jay. 
lately in the caſe of John Lilbary, If it be ob jected , That irisn op at n 
Jury ſhould be citber Knayes or Fools; Yb” That itis much I ble, i 
men choſen by the Deliberate Adviſe, and Counſel of a whole Patliairets, jould be ſo, 
I dare ſay, That of all the late ME ofan High Court of Juſtice fot thele late 


yearly 
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pou $, there cannot be ons inflnce givep-ofany man, that has begti adjudged, by them to 
fo 


ſ gither Eftare, Life, orLiborcy,; unleſs 3n- ſuch tales: where che Law'did EXP! eſly, 4 


progouncecfericence agaialt, . wiſh that wary ſuch igftaaccs could nor be given in 
che Tryalls; hy Jurics, I my {elf baye ſen aJuryacquitoneman.for Munthcyby the falli- 
fying or nar. under{tanding of thearue citcumltaoces of the fa, and ar the ſame time, the 
vey fame; Jucy, has very-roundly calt {everal.orbers or 8 thesrnor of the value of 20.5. 
. But, Reader,' I would ciothave theethink' that I {peak all.yhis, romake thee our of _. - 
love withurics; allthar I,dyive at is, that bothiin this, 3nd jo all chings Fe ode | 
teatn that-cxcellent way of jugiging according t@ be 7: reaſop.e £oxif rhau.ſuftealt thy felt .” 
vor be-forcfialled with popnlaropinton, an Emor wi ani Saf 162 2 reputation io-thy 
thaughes y; avthe 2greagett;/ andaroſtDemonitrazive.truthe Readers It 1 were not quits : 
tird, and willing co throw away my pen, Withreſolution geverto take it up mere, there. © 
is yet. 0n6expreffion ,: which Ido now accidentally caſt mime eye upon, which would eng _- 
gage me a little farther, - About the middle of the laſt page of this Pampbler,I find theſe- 
words, And vba the Parlianienti called by Maſter Olives Cromwell,&0, Here,the pec- 
vidh, illbredi Clown would hae us think ,. that he has donehis Excelleneya mighty in- 
jury by.givinghim _ the bate naine of Mefter Cromwel; but bad, he lefr out Maſter 
0z:(romael alone had been a word corbprehenſive of more Honour than all thole yain 
Fynipany Ticles , which the-EmptyPFools : of this world ave- fo: mych» delighted with, 
Thole needleſs Bpithites which the Courteous Poets do uſusllyin a complement beftow 
upon the Sub;:do rather ecclipfe it,than expreſs its Glory. Jt was wall ſaid ( and like him 
thatdpbke if) Ceſeer:ſum, nou Rex , there wasimore real worth in his very name , thap 
any thing bur! his name, could fignifie, And ſurely the ſame may vety Ivy be lad of this 
Honorable Perſon; the Accumulation of great Titles would þeto bim(lkeAdditions ig 
Heraldry rather diminutions,than augmentations of his Hongr, If he were one than did nor 
{com to take a barrow'd luſtre from a blazon'd Pedigree, I koow noman in,Exg/andy] 
could outſhinebiim'ia che Nobility of his Anceſtors, But ler thera ſatisfie chem:|vs with he 
. remembrance. oftheir fathers yertues, who have none of theix own, This is a thing as m | 
below him as he is aboye that ſpucious ſpawa of Vanity, .who can lay no.other claim,ro = 
honott, than as they are Executors of ancuher mans, and having nothing mote than ag gþf 
Moth-eatenPatemto raiſethera aboyechoordinary Leyel afci waſt of: men, . - 1...... 
© Bur forgery ſel: With ch adomy potience bas nov Forriedime ro the cad of the 
Author.Tis high time therefore that 1 ceale atpreſent from.cthis Wild-Gooſe-Chaſe, and 
_ get alinde breath;chat I may bave flrengeh 0, him in his ſecond flight. I hear he is af 
| wady upon bis wings, bur it ſhall nac belong before my quill purſues him,Fhis which has 
been ſaid already, may, Thope, ſuffice to ſaviafy ſome that are. ingenuous, for others FA : 
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